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 Â:00 PM 



 THOUGHT FOR THIS EVENING 
 The labyrinth is a spiritual tool meant to awaken us to the deep rhythm that 
 unites us to ourselves and to the Light that calls from within.  In surrendering to 
 the winding path, the soul finds healing and wholeness. 

 Dr. Lauren Artress 

 PRELUDE  Jeff Carlson 

 INTROIT  O SplendoN Of God�O GloNU BNighP  Sarum  plainsong 
 Kurt R. Hansen, tenor 

 O splendor of God’s glory bright. 
 From light eternal bringing light; 

 O light of light, light’s living spring, 
 O day of days illuming. 

 WELCOME  Kurt R. Hansen 

 * CALL TO WORSHIP 
 One:  On a night of great darkness, those long before us circled sacred fires on 

 holy sites and common grounds. 
 AHH�  HeHL QO PK SaHk Phe ciNcHed LaPh fNKI daNkJeOO iJPK Phe HighP� 
 One:  In the midst of holiday lights, there are dark corners of our souls dimmed 

 by despair, cynicism, fear, sickness, and loss. 
 AHH�  HeHL QO PK bNiJg Phe HighP Kf hKLe PK KQN daNkeOP cKNJeNO� 
 One:  Love is the light of hope. 
 AHH�  HKLe iO Phe LNKIiOe Kf NedeILPiKJ � a chiHd bKNJ Kf a SKIaJ 

 cKJceiRed bU Phe HKHU SLiNiP� 
 One:  Receive the eternal gift of light in Christ. 
 AHH�  We SeHcKIe Phe ePeNJaH gifP Kf HighP iJ ChNiOP� AIeJ� 

 ¦  PleaOe OPand aO UoQ aNe able� 



 * HYMN  O Come� O Come EmmanQel  vv. 1 & 2 



 SCRIPTURE - from THE HEBREW BIBLE  Liz Nickerson 
 IOaiah Ä� ½�¿� x Á�  NRSV 
 The people who walked in darkness, have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
 land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
 people rejoice when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, the bar 
 across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken.  For a child 
 has been born for us, a son is given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 
 he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
 Peace. 

 HYMN  O Come� O Come EmmanQel  v. 3 
 See the previous insert 

 SCRIPTURE - from THE GOSPEL 
 John ¼� ¼�À� x ¼¿�  NRSV 
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
 God.  He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being with him, and 
 without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was 
 life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and 
 the darkness did not overcome it.  And the Word became flesh and lived among 
 us, and we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and 
 truth. 

 HYMN  O Come� O Come EmmanQel  v. 4 
 See the previous insert 



 PRAYER  Liz Nickerson 
 One:  Gracious God, walk with us on twisted paths. 
 AHH �  Be KQN gQide aJd HighP� 
 One:  Let us walk your path with our siblings. 
 AHH�  Be KQN gQide aJd HighP� 
 One:  Jesus, Child of Grace, help us to reach out and bring any that are estranged 

 with us. 
 AHH�  Be KQN gQide aJd HighP� 
 One:  Holy Spirit, be the light in each one of us.  Let us celebrate that light in each 

 other and the Supreme Light from whence it comes. 
 AHH�  YKQ aNe KQN gQide aJd HighP� AIeJ� 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 OQN FaPheN� ShK aNP iJ heaReJ� haHHKSed be PhU JaIe� 
 ThU kiJgdKI cKIe� PhU SiHH be dKJe� KJ eaNPh aO iP iO iJ heaReJ� 
 GiRe QO PhiO daU KQN daiHU bNead� 
 aJd fKNgiRe QO KQN debPO� aO Se fKNgiRe KQN debPKNO� 
 AJd Head QO JKP iJPK PeILPaPiKJ� bQP deHiReN QO fNKI eRiH� 
 FKN PhiJe iO Phe kiJgdKI� aJd Phe LKSeN� aJd Phe gHKNU fKNeReN� AIeJ� 

 * HYMN  O Come� O Come EmmanQel  vs. 5 & Á 
 See the previous insert 

 WALKING THE LABYRINTH 
 Take an QnliP candle inPo Phe LabUNinPh SiPh UoQ� AO UoQ moRe PoSaNd Phe cenPeN� 
 bNing Po mind all PhaP UoQ aNe leaRing behind fNom Phe pNeRioQO UeaN� When UoQ 

 enPeN Phe cenPeN� lighP UoQN candle fNom Phe ChNiOP Candle�  YoQ maU SiOh Po OPaU in 
 Phe cenPeN of Phe LabUNinPh Po pNaU foN illQminaPion foN Phe coming UeaN�  Then Salk 

 back Phe SaU UoQ came� bNinging SiPh UoQ Phe DiRine LighP�  AO UoQ leaRe Phe 
 LabUNinPh� pleaOe Pake a OeaP aNoQnd Phe oQPOide QnPil all haRe complePed Phe 

 mediPaPion�  CandleO Sill be eTPingQiOhed afPeN Phe BenedicPion� 

 LABYRINTH MUSIC  Pamela Woll, harp 

 * BENEDICTION  Liz Nickerson 



 * BENEDICTION RESPONSE  ANiOe� YoQN LighP HaO Come 



 TODAY�S WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Pastor Jeff Carlson 
 Pastor Liz Nickerson 

 Kurt R. Hansen 
 Pamela Woll 

 ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 

 SAT, DEC 24  CHRISTMAS EVE 
 5 p.m. - Family Service, Sanctuary 
 Ä p.m. - Candlelight Service, Sanctuary 
 Christmas story, carols, candles, harp, flute and choir 

 SUN, DEC 25  CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 
 10 a.m. - Worship 
 The Pine and Barton Family Trio will play an Italian Christmas 
 Concerto, brass will play with Nancy Pifer and Sylvia Pine; and the 
 congregation will have a key role musically too. 

 SUN,  JAN 1          NEW YEAR’S DAY WORSHIP 
 10 a.m. - Worship 
 Guest youth choir from St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 
 Houston, TX. 



 W  E  L  C  O  M  E  TO  S  A  I  N  T  P  A  U  L  S  U  C  C  � 
 Welcome to those whose hearts are on fire with faith, 

 and to those who bring their doubt inside our doors. 

 Welcome to our first time guests and 

 our longtime members. 

 Welcome to single people, tiny children, 

 grandparents and families of all configurations. 

 Welcome to those who rejoice and to those who grieve. 

 Welcome to each and to everyone. 

 We are an Open and Affirming church. 

 We welcome all. 

 We are blessed by your presence and 

 we are glad you are here. 


