
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Bach Motet-Jesu, meine Freude 
March 15, 2026 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
No matter who you are,                                     
No matter where you are 
On life’s journey, 
You are welcome here. 
 

Please silence cell phones. 
Bibles for use during worship are available at each entrance to the Sanctuary.    
Assisted listening devices and Bluetooth hearing aid guides are in the Narthex.  

 
 
THOUGHT FOR PREPARATION   

“The final aim and reason of all music is nothing other than the glorification of God 
and the refreshment of the spirit.”   J.S. Bach 

   
PRELUDE  Prelude and Fugue in e minor, BWV 855 J.S. Bach
 Keviin Dzierzawski, piano  
CHIMES 
 
INTROIT         God Loved The World   
 Chancel Choir  
   
WELCOME Jeff Carlson
  

* WELCOMING EACH OTHER         
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: Praise God, who reigns on high! 
All: Thank you for sending Jesus to us. 
One: The gift of Jesus is a priceless treasure! 
All: Rejoice, give thanks and sing! Alleluia! 

 
* Please stand if you are able to do so. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
* HYMN         Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Matt Fitzgerald 
Forgiving God, we confess to feeling frozen and unable to move. 

Lord, have mercy upon us! 
In our own brokenness, we are afraid of the vast troubles around us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us! 
We are sure that nothing we can do or say will be enough. 

Lord, have mercy upon us! 
Help us to remember that Jesus is your precious gift to us. 

Grant us your strength and peace, O God! 
Help us to trust in the strength of Jesus to bear our own trials, support our 

siblings, and to be the power of your love in times of chaos. 
Grant us your strength and peace, O God!    

Help us to hold up your light, even as we feel unworthy to do so. 
Thank you for your mercy, strength, and peace through Jesus! 

 
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Sunday School students are invited to go to their classrooms.  

If you would like to accompany your child(ren),  
you are welcome to drop them off and return to worship.  

 
  ANTHEM   Jesu, meine Freude   J.S. Bach  

Chancel Choir 
 

Chorale - Jesu, meine Fruede 
 

Jesu, meine Freude, 
meines Herzens Weide, 
Jesu, meine Zier! 
Ach wie lang, ach lange, 
ist dem Herzen bange 
und verlangt nach dir! 
Gottes Lamm, mein Bräutigam, 
außer dir soll mir auf Erden 
nichts sonst Liebers werden. 
 

Jesus, my joy, 
my heart's pasture, 
Jesus, my treasure! 
Ah, how long, ah long 
has my heart suffered 
and longed for you! 
God's lamb, my bridegroom, 
besides you on earth 
nothing shall be dearer to me 

 



 

 Chorus - Es ist nun nichts 
Small ensemble 

Nadia Jimenèz, Lenore Ettinger, Nancy Pifer 
Nathan Streeter, and Mark Mosley 

 
 
Es ist nun nichts Verdammliches an 
denen,  
die in Christo Jesu sind,  
die nicht nach dem Fleische wandeln,  
sondern nach dem Geist. 
(Romans 8:1) 

Now there is nothing damnable 
 in those who are in Christ Jesus,  
who do not walk after the way of the 
flesh,  
but after the way of the Spirit. 

 
 Chorale - Unter deinen Schirmen  

 
Unter deinen Schirmen 
Bin ich für den Stürmen 
Aller Feinde frei. 
Laß den Satan wittern, 
Laß den Feind erbittern, 
Mir steht Jesus bei. 
Ob es itzt gleich kracht und blitzt, 
Ob gleich Sünd und Hölle schrecken, 
Jesus will mich decken. 

Under your protection 
I am safe from the storms 
of all enemies. 
Let Satan rage, 
let the enemy fume, 
Jesus stands with me. 
Whether now it thunders and flashes, 
whether sin and Hell terrify, 
Jesus will protect me 

 
 

Trio - Denn das Gesetz 
Lenore Ettinger, Annika Victorson, & Terry Hansen 

 
Denn das Gesetz des Geistes,  
der da lebendig machet in Christo Jesu,  
hat mich freigemacht von dem Gesetz  
der Sünde und des Todes. 
(Romans 8:2) 
 
 

For the law of the spirit,  
which gives life in Christ Jesus,  
has made me free from  
the law of sin and death. 
 
 
 

 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
EPISTLE                                        Jennifer Kew 

Romans 8: 1–11 
    Revised Standard Version 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.   For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh,  so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
 
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, 
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace.  For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot,  and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
RESPONSE Jesus Priceless Treasure  v. 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
GOSPEL                                         Henry Godinez 
 John 3: 14–18 
     The Message 

In the same way that Moses lifted the serpent in the desert so people could have 
something to see and then believe, it is necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted 
up—and everyone who looks up to him, trusting and expectant, will gain a real 
life, eternal life. 
 
 This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. 
And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone 
can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his 
Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came 
to help, to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; 
anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence 
without knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the 
one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him. 

 
* STATEMENT OF FAITH 

We believe in God who has created and is creating, 
  who has come to us in Jesus Christ to reconcile and make us new, 
       who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
We trust God. God calls us to be the Church, 
       to celebrate God’s presence, 
       to love and serve others, 
       to care for creation, 
       to seek justice and to resist evil, 
       to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life and death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God! 
                                                     (adapted from the United Church of Canada)   

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
ANTHEM      Jesu, meine Freude              J.S. Bach 

Chorus - Trotz! 
Small ensemble 

Jennifer Kew, Kecia Waldschmidt,  
Winnie Kearns and Nathan Streeter 

 
 
Trotz dem alten Drachen, 
trotz des Todes Rachen, 
trotz der Furcht dazu! 
Tobe, Welt, und springe; 
ich steh hier und singe 
in gar sichrer Ruh! 
Gottes Macht hält mich in acht; 
Erd und Abgrund muß verstummen, 
ob sie noch so brummen. 
 

Defiance to the old dragon, 
defiance to the vengeance of death, 
defiance to fear as well! 
Rage, world, and attack; 
I stand here and sing 
in entirely secure peace! 
God's strength holds me in watch; 
earth and abyss must fall silent, 
however much they might rumble 

 
 

                                                      Ihr aber seit nicht fleischlich 
Small ensemble 

Kecia Waldschmidt, Jennifer Kew,, Breanna Coe, 
Todd Coe, and Lee Lichamer 

Chorale - Weg mit allen Schätzen 
 
Ihr aber seid nicht fleischlich,  
sondern geistlich,  
so anders Gottes Geist in euch wohnet.  
Wer aber Christi Geist nicht hat,  
der ist nicht sein. 
(Romans 8:9) 

You, however, are not of the flesh, 
 but rather of the Spirit,  
since the Spirit of God lives otherwise in 
you.  
Anyone, however, who does not have 
Christ's Spirit, is not his 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Weg mit allen Schätzen, 
du bist mein Ergötzen, 
Jesu, meine Lust! 
Weg, ihr eitlen Ehren, 
ich mag euch nicht hören, 
bleibt mir unbewußt! 
Elend, Not, Kreuz, Schmach und Tod 
soll mich, ob ich viel muß leiden, 
nicht von Jesu scheiden. 
 

Away with all treasures, 
you are my delight, 
Jesus, my joy! 
Away, you vain honors, 
I don't want to listen to you, 
remain unknown to me! 
Misery, want, torture, shame and death 
shall, although I must suffer much, 
never part me from Jesus. 

 
 SERMON “Not Only Omnipotent” Matt Fitzgerald 
 

* HYMN Jesus Priceless Treasure  v. 2 & 3  
See the previous hymn 

 
 
OFFERTORY      Jesu, meine Freude J.S. Bach 
 

Trio - So aber Christus in euch ist 
Winnie Kearns, Nathan Streeter, and Julian Jarzebowski 

 
So aber Christus in euch ist,  
so ist der Leib zwar tot um der Sünde 
willen;  
der Geist aber ist das Leben  
um der Gerechtigkeit willen.  
 

However if Christ is in you,  
then the body is dead  
indeed for the sake of sin;  
but the spirit is life for the sake of 
righteousness. 
(Romans 8:10) 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
Ensemble - Gute Nacht 

Nadia Jimenèz, Nancy Pifer, Kris Hansen 
Cantus firmus - Jana O’Brien, Amy Peterson, and Terry Hansen 

 
Gute Nacht, o Wesen, 
Das die Welt erlesen! 
Mir gefällst du nicht. 
Gute Nacht, ihr Sünden, 
Bleibet weit dahinten, 
Kommt nicht mehr ans Licht! 
Gute Nacht, du Stolz und Pracht! 
Dir sei ganz, du Lasterleben, 
Gute Nacht gegeben! 
 

Good night, existence 
that cherishes the world! 
You do not please me. 
Good night, sins, 
stay far away, 
never again come to light! 
Good night, pride and glory! 
To you utterly, life of corruption, 
be good night give. 
 

 
Chorus - So nun der Geist 

 
So nun der Geist des,  
der Jesum von den Toten  
auferwecket hat,  
in euch wohnet, so wird auch 
derselbige,  
der Christum von den Toten  
auferwecket hat,  
eure sterblichen Leiber lebendig 
machen,  
um des willen,  
daß sein Geist in euch wohnet. 
(Romans 8:11) 

Therefore now since the Spirit  
of him who raised Jesus from the dead  
dwells in you,  
that same who raised Christ  
from the dead will  
make your mortal bodies living,  
for the sake of his spirit  
that dwells in you. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Chorale - Weicht, ihr Trauergeister 
 
Weicht, ihr Trauergeister, 
denn mein Freudenmeister, 
Jesus, tritt herein. 
Denen, die Gott lieben, 
muß auch ihr Betrüben 
lauter Zucker sein. 
Duld' ich schon hier Spott und Hohn, 
dennoch bleibst du auch im Leide, 
Jesu, meine Freude. 
 
 

 
Hence, you spirits of sadness, 
for my Master of joy, 
Jesus, comes here. 
For those who love God, 
even their troubles 
must be pure sweetness. 
Though I endure mockery and shame 
here already, 
Nevertheless you stay with me even in 
sorrow, 
Jesus, my joy. 

 
ELECTRONIC OFFERING OPTIONS 

Scan this code with your cell phone camera,  
Church Center at spucc.churchcenter.com/giving,  
PayPal at spucc.org/paypal, or Zelle to giving@spucc.org. 

 
WELCOME CARD 

            If you are a visitor, welcome! Thank you for 
            worshiping with us today!  
           If would like to learn more about the church, please 
           scan the QR code. 

 

* FESTIVAL DOXOLOGY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  Jeff Carlson 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
* HYMN Lift High The Cross  vv. 1, 3, & 5 

 
 

 



 

 
* BENEDICTION                     Matt Fitzgerald 
 
* BENEDICTION RESPONSE      Refrain from Lift High The Cross      

 
POSTLUDE Jesus, Priceless Treasure  Johann Crüger 
 St. Arbucks Quartet  arr. Brendan Henry

    
 

If you would like someone to pray with you today, Stephen Ministers are present 
after the postlude at the right front of the Sanctuary. 

Following Worship, all are invited for coffee and snacks in the Social Hall, 
downstairs, directly beneath the Sanctuary. 

 
 
WHY PINK? - This is Laetare (Rejoice) Sunday, the 4th Sunday in Lent.  Both Advent 
and Lent are considered penitential seasons, but the early church leaders decided that 
each of those seasons need an uplifting break.  That is why on Laetare Sunday the 
liturgical color changes from purple to pink or rose. 
 
 

 

 



 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Clergy:  Matt Fitzgerald and Jeff Carlson 
Music Director: Kurt R. Hansen 
Organist: Kevin Dzierzawski 
St. Arbucks Quartet: Brendan Henry, piano; Alex Austin, bass; Matt Plaskota, 

drums; Kris Hansen, trumpet & vocals 
Scripture Readers: Jennifer Kew and Henry Godinez 
Head Usher: Beatrice Jaji 
Gatekeeper: Dodd Brown 
Camera Operators: Nana Addadzi-Koom, Jim Alrutz, Marie Ankenman,  
Bob Ball, Brian Hafner, Trevor Hafner 
Custodian: Ramiro Gonzalez 
 
Pastor Liz is worshipping at Trinity UCC with our confirmation class today. 
 
TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Edna Workman, 

great-grandmother of Breanna Coe. 
 
Would you like to donate altar flowers? Sign up here: tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js. 
 
 

BORN THIS WEEK IN MARCH 
 

We give thanks for your life at St. Pauls. A perfect way to celebrate is by giving one dollar 
for each year of your life to our Birthday Fund, which supports A Just Harvest.  

 
Mar. 15 Breanna Coe 
Mar. 16  Kesner Bienvenu, Muzette Morgan  
Mar. 17  Isla Bartels 
Mar. 18  Ross Penniman  
Mar. 19  Samer Bashiti  
Mar. 20  Andrew Winking, Ben Johnson, Elena Cata, Jack Bowgren, Riley Ferroni  
Mar. 21  Barbara Benjamin, Jen Ralph, Laura Grosshans 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js


 

ST. PAULS PRAYS 
 

Please clip this page and pray for those who are named below. To have your 
prayer request included, simply ask a pastor in person, on the phone or by email. 

You may also share your request at tinyurl.com/3j6sayku. 
Our practice is to run each prayer request for four weeks and then remove it.  

If you would like to continue a prayer request after four weeks, let a pastor know. 
 

● Prayers for David Faulkner recovering from a TIA/mini stroke. 
● Prayers for Linda Loving and her family on the death of her husband, Rick 

Aaronson, on Feb. 24 after a long illness. 
● Prayers for Andy Davis and Lynn Dykstra and family, upon the death of 

Andy's mother, Lucille Cervasio Baldwin, at age 97. 
● Family and friends of Mike Lynch, a friend of Gerald Wilk, who is 

recovering from heart surgery. 
● Prayers for Sue Derison’s older sister, hospitalized with a serious 

condition. 
● Prayers for Jim Alrutz’s friends, Megan Behnke, Connor Liss, and their 

families as they mourn the passing of Connor's father, Ron. 
● Loved ones of Stan Winiarski at his death. 
● Pat Kirby in palliative care at Aperion Care Wesley. 
● Gloria Joseph’s friend Betsy’s brother who has entered hospice. 
● Juanita Barlow at the death of her sister-in-law. 
● Family and friends of Jan Exworthy at her death. Her service will be on 

May 2 at 11 AM at St. Pauls. 
● Julie Higginbotham recovery from broken vertebrae. 
● Cheryl Kennedy’s daughter, Hillary recovering from surgery on Feb. 2. 
● Ninon Landaverry-Freeman’s siblings, Sonja and John.  
● The family of Susan Strattner, Ann Ferroni’s sister, at her death. 
● Diane Biegert, who had hip replacement surgery on January 16. 
● Ember Sophia, who was born with a serious brain injury, and her 

parents, Alex and Liza. 
● Angie, struggling to recover from multiple surgeries. 
● Alicia Braun and her family on the death of her father, Joseph Kroenert. 
● Families undergoing treatments for infertility. 
● Prayers for Rick Sensenbrenner's mother, Marie, as she navigates various 

health conditions. 
● Donn Schimp and his family as Donn continues cancer treatment. 
● Dianne Witkowski, as she deals with cancer chemotherapy. 

 

The sanctuary is reserved monthly on the fourth Tuesday from 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
for prayer.  
 

Prayer, Support, Mental Health Resources  
Even when you walk through the valley of shadows, God is with you.  Help is available 
for every kind of issue.  Contact one of the pastors today for support, referrals, and 
information that can help you and your loved ones. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/3j6sayku


 

LENT & EASTER AT ST. PAULS 
 
SAT, MAR 21 Bunny Hop 9:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. 
 Egg Hunt 10:30 a.m. 

SUN, MAR 22 FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT - 10 a.m.                           
Pauls People in worship 

SUN, MAR 29 PALM SUNDAY - 10 a.m. 
Palm branches, Children’s Choir in worship 

THU, APR 2 MAUNDY THURSDAY - 7 p.m. 
A Dramatic Performance of the Gospel of Mark 

FRI, APR 3 GOOD FRIDAY - 7:30 p.m. 
Communion, Tenebrae with choir 

SUN, APR 5 EASTER SUNDAY - 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.   Scan QR code  
Communion, choir, brass  for lent info: 

SUN, APR 12 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - 10 a.m. 
Pancake Church in the Gym! 

 Youth Mission Trip Offering 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

TODAY – FILL THE SILLS  
 In 1967, Common Pantry opened its doors to people facing hunger as part of a 
collaborative effort among North Side churches including St. Pauls Church.  The Pantry 
is Chicago’s oldest continuous food pantry and in September 2023 opened its first 
standalone location in the organization’s 56-year history.  The new facility (3908 N. 
Lincoln Ave.) continues to provide emergency food and social services to Chicago’s 
North Side.  Please help us fill the Common Pantry's shelves with much needed canned 
proteins, like tuna/chicken, cooking oil, and whole grains/brown rice.  
 
TODAY – BLOOD DRIVE - 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., Gym 
The Red Cross blood supply has dropped nearly 35% in the past month as the hospital 
needs outpaced donations. Winter storms and flu season are adding to the 
shortage. Patients can't wait. Help rebuild the blood supply - book an 
appointment now.  Invite your friends and neighbors to St. Pauls blood 
drive March 15th 8 am to 2 pm.  Sign up in advance by reserving a time 
slot via the QR code:  
 
TODAY – MEAL MAKING FOR LPCS - 11:15 a.m. & 4 p.m., Kitchen 
Join us in the kitchen today and every month to prepare meals for the residents of 
Lincoln Park Community Services. We have two opportunities to serve: 
- Lunch Making: 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Help us assemble sack lunches right after 

church.  Sign up for Lunch: tinyurl.com/e4m9v9zz 
 

- Dinner Making: 4 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Prepare dinner at the church and help deliver 
the meal to LPCS (600 W. Fullerton).  Sign up for Dinner: tinyurl.com/5dmys5hc 

 
MARCH 16 – GAME NIGHT FOR GROWN-UPS - 6–8 p.m., OMR 
Join us for a laid-back evening of games, conversation, and connection—designed for 
adults who want to unwind, laugh, and enjoy good company. Whether you love board 
games, card games, or simply hanging out and chatting, you’re welcome here. 
 

Bring a favorite game to share—or jump in with games on hand like Pictionary, Jenga, 
or Sorry.  Snacks are encouraged but not required; feel free to bring something to 
share if you’d like. 
 

This is a drop-in, drop-out evening, so come when you can and stay as long as you’d 
like. Register at this link: tinyurl.com/ypuwptae Questions? Text Wendelin (Lin) at 
(773) 304-6734 or email wendelin@wendelindunlap.com. 
 
 
 

 

http://tinyurl.com/e4m9v9zz
http://tinyurl.com/5dmys5hc
https://tinyurl.com/ypuwptae
mailto:wendelin@wendelindunlap.com


 

MARCH 17 – RETIREMENT GROUP MEETING – 10 a.m., Parlor 
Please join us to discuss our transition paths, ways we found ourselves here, what's 
meaningful, and what's next with or without planned health, funds or companionship. 
For more information, contact Jana O'Brien at (708) 846-9415 or  
janaobrien1@gmail.com. 
 
MARCH 18 – WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 1 PETER - Noon, Zoom 
What did it mean for the early Christians to follow Jesus in the midst of a violent world 
empire? How were they to live as an alternative community that looked like Jesus and 
not like Rome? These are questions they faced and that we also face in our 
post-Christian world. This winter we’re studying 1 is a small book that wrestles with 
these big questions. Led by Jeff Carlson, we meet every Wednesday over Zoom for about 
40 minutes. Sign up here: tinyurl.com/y3w7fkpw. 
 
MARCH 19 – LABYRINTH WALK - 7-8 p.m., Gym  
The Chartres Cathedral-inspired labyrinth painted on our gym floor offers an 
opportunity for quiet “walking meditation.” The labyrinth will be available monthly on 
the second Monday 7-8 pm and the third Thursday 2-3 pm. Registration not required 
but helpful. Sign up here: tinyurl.com/57z6psvm. 
  
MARCH 19 – YOGA FOR ALL - 6-7 p.m., OMR 
Yoga is a community building practice.  We begin with a brief meditation, often taking 
inspiration from the weekly sermon. We practice a breath to movement flow from the 
chair, with options to modify for standing and/or mat work when possible.  Yoga 
connects body and mind, and functions to support the Vagal nerve, restoring calmness 
and our sense of safety and security. 
 

We offer this practice freely, and encourage you to make a $10 to $20 donation to the 
Migrant Legal Fund. Sign up via this link: tinyurl.com/4cpmednw. 
 
MARCH 20 – SINGING MEN OF OHIO CONCERT -  FREE - 7 p.m., Sanctuary 
Fill your soul with the resonant harmonies of Ohio University’s premier tenor-bass 
ensemble! Hosted by St. Pauls members Leslie and Nathan Chamberlain, the group of 
graduate and undergraduate students from all across the campus is recognized for their 
diverse programming and their own peculiar brand of high jinks on tours of the Midwest, 
East Coast, Florida, Wyoming, and China. No tickets required. Donations appreciated. 
Bring your friends. 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:janaobrien1@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/y3w7fkpw
http://tinyurl.com/57z6psvm
http://tinyurl.com/4cpmednw


 

MARCH 21 – BUNNY HOP - 9:30-11:30 a.m., Gym 
Join us for St. Pauls’ Bunny Hop, a joyful celebration created especially for families! Little 
ones will enjoy a visit from the Bunny, hands-on crafts, egg hunt, and kid-friendly snacks. 
This bright and cheerful event is perfect for the 1st day of Spring. Come make sweet 
memories together as we celebrate the Lent season with smiles, laughter, and community. 
Register here: tinyurl.com/ydw2mdd9. 
 
MARCH 22 – YOUNG ADULTS WINE & CHEESE GATHERING - 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., 
Parsonage  
Join us on March 22nd from 4:30–6:30 PM at Pastor Matt’s home for a fun evening of wine, 
cheese, and community. If you're 23-35, please join us! Register at this link:  
tinyurl.com/4sjethzv 
 
MARCH 22 – MOMS’ GROUP - Third Thursday 9:15 a.m., Sunday 11:30 a.m. 
Pastor Liz is looking forward to a meaningful discussion with you!  Come meet other 
moms, make new friends, learn from each other, get advice, pray, and get renewed!  
Each month has a relevant theme on an issue you face as a mom.  Free professional 
childcare is available. Babies can stay with their moms. RSVP to lnickerson@spucc.org. 
 
MARCH 24 – FOOD FOR THE SOUL - Fourth Tuesday, 12-1:30 p.m.,  
Bring your lunch and join us for a Lenten Labyrinth walk!  You will learn some new 
Lenten spiritual practices from Pastor Liz and enjoy a relaxing walking meditation.  
Finger labyrinths are also available for those who do not want to walk. RSVP here: 
tinyurl.com/yfkfr923 
 
APRIL 3 – SAVE THE DATE: EASTER BRUNCH AT CHURCH! 
Celebrate Easter Brunch after the second Easter service; a vegetarian dish will be 
available as well as the traditional Easter ham. Parishioners are asked to bring an 
appetizer, drinks or dessert. All age groups are welcome as are friends. Children are 
encouraged to bring Easter decorations for the tables. 
 
Kindly reserve through Church Center; the reservation deadline is April 3rd. Contact 
Ninon Freeman at nlandaO5@yahoo.com if you have any questions.  Additional 
information will be forthcoming. 
 
APRIL 14  – ILIAD AND ODYSSEY READING GROUP BEGINS - 7 p.m., Zoom 
Start the new year with an old story!  We’ll read and discuss these two foundational 
classics over four months. Any translation of The Iliad and The Odyssey is fine; Emily 
Wilson’s are recommended but not required. Monthly discussions will  be over Zoom 
the second Tuesday of the month at 7pm through June 9. Questions? contact Emily 
Emily.cromwell3@gmail.com. Sign up to participate here: tinyurl.com/358yh848. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/ydw2mdd9
http://tinyurl.com/4sjethzv
mailto:lnickerson@spucc.org
http://tinyurl.com/yfkfr92
mailto:nlandaO5@yahoo.com
mailto:Emily.cromwell3@gmail.com
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://tinyurl.com/358yh848___.YXAzOnN0cGF1bHM6YTpnOjUyNzI1NjI2ZjhhZGNjYjk3OTRjOWJjZDc4MTFkMDk2Ojc6MjZlODo1MjE5MjkzYzYyMmMwYmUxODg4M2JmZmYzZjc1YTM1MTBjMjNhMDgxNGNlYTI0MWExZGRiZDBkMmEyNGVjOGZjOmg6VDpO
http://tinyurl.com/358yh848


 

APRIL 24 – VOLUNTEER WITH REBUILDING TOGETHER- 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
Off-Site Registration is open for National Rebuilding  Day.  Join the St. Pauls team as 
this year we work on a house in Maywood -- making it safe, warm and dry.  Sample 
tasks include moving things to the dumpster, painting, and installing safety devices.  
Working together is a great way to meet and get to know others from St. Pauls. Sign up 
on Church Center at this link: tinyurl.com/yc2hr85z Questions, email Pat Ruch at 
pmr.ruch@gmail.com. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LPCS - METAMORPHOSIS GALA  ON MAY 8 
Experience a night of enchantment with Lincoln Park Community Services at 
Metamorphosis Gala! The magical night will take place on Friday evening, May 8, at 
Sarabande, which is located at 2726 West Roscoe Street in Chicago. 
LPCS serves adults who are experiencing homelessness in Chicago 
through two shelters and a Drop-In program.  St. Pauls was one of the 
founding churches of LPCS in 1985 and has been an instrumental part of 
its growth ever since.  Tickets are on sale now.  To learn more, scan the 
QR code or check LPCS's website at LPCSChicago.org  
 
LGBTQ-RAN HOSTS MOLLENKOTT AWARD, SPEAKER  
The LGBTQ-Religious Archives Network presents the 2026 Mollenkott Award for 
LGBTQ scholarship on March 16 at 5:30 pm  at the Chicago Temple.  Award recipient 
Heather White, PhD, will discuss how the nascent gay and lesbian freedom movement 
found an initial safe space in a church’s parish center.  The event will be in person (pls 
RSVP) and live streamed at Mollenkott2026.eventbrite.com.  St Pauls is an annual 
sponsor of LGBTQ-RAN and Rick Peterson serves on its Board of Directors.  For more 
information, see LGBTQreligiousarchives.org/vrm2026. 
 
CHICAGO CHAMBER CHOIR TO PERFORM AT SAINT PAULS 
The Chicago Chamber Choir will be performing at St. Pauls on Sunday, March 22 at 3 
p.m. Their concert theme is "I write your name." In times of trouble we search for 
meaning or comfort in a name or an idea. This concert seeks to name the things that 
make us feel safe, that give us comfort, that bring us home. Works by Adolphus 
Hailstork, Mari Valverde, Kim Andre Arnesen, Moses Hogan, Francis Poulenc’s and 
Nathan Carter. For more information and to purchase tickets ($32) visit 
chicagochamberchoir.org. 
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SILENT AUCTION & SPRING ART SHOWCASE 
Celebrate the creativity of our Little Lights students and help our program shine. Our 
Spring Art Auction will feature one-of-a-kind artwork created by each of 
our Little Lights. Our Silent Auction will also include experiences, family 
activities, gift baskets, buy-in parties, and services generously donated by 
our community and local businesses. Have an item, experience, or service 
to donate? Know a business that would like to sponsor or contribute? 
Interested in hosting a buy-in party? Please scan the QR code and fill out 
the donation form. Thank you for your support!  
 
UCAN VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
On Saturday April 4th, the day before we celebrate Easter, our church will prepare and 
serve breakfast to the youth at UCAN. We will have an opportunity to engage with the 
youth and offer simple Easter activities to share joy and encouragement.  The event will 
take place at UCAN’s North Lawndale facility from 7:30 - 10:00 am.  If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Pauline Taylor at paulinetaylor933@gmail.com.  
 
LISTENING TO JESUS LENT DEVOTIONAL 
This year you’re invited to listen to Jesus by reflecting on a passage from Matthew each 
of the forty days, plus Easter Sunday. (The other Sundays are not counted in Lent, as 
every Sunday is considered a “mini-Easter”.) The Gospel of Matthew highlights Jesus as 
a teacher, so each daily passage of scripture contains something that he taught. You can 
find instructions for a way to prayerfully reflect on scripture along with the readings 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday here: tinyurl.com/nhd32wyy 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST - EVOLVING STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We've been saying our Statement of Faith every Sunday since 1985. Before that, either 
no statement of faith was said at all or else the preacher of the day would choose one. In 
1984 St. Pauls said no less than 14 different statements of faith over the course of the 
year! The current one, based on the United Church of Canada faith statement eventually 
just came to stay for its succinctness and clarity. The most recent change happened on 
July 5, 2009 when we added the line "to care for creation." And it has been there ever 
since. 
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LOSS AND GRIEVING DISCUSSION GROUP 
We’ve all lost someone we loved. Whether you lost someone you loved last month, last 
year, or five years ago, you can still grieve that loss. Grief changes, but it never goes 
away.  Would you be interested in sharing stories with others who are in similar 
situations?  We’re not therapists, just your friends and neighbors who are also grieving 
and would like to share our ideas and learn how others are coping. We’re planning to 
start a grief support group at St. Pauls, but we need to make sure there’s interest. Please 
contact Pam Woll at pamelawoll3333@gmail.com if you think this might benefit you. 
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY AT ST. PAULS 
Our Stephen Ministers are here for you if you are going through a tough time. 
Extensively trained in compassionate Christian caregiving, Stephen Ministers are 
matched confidentially with someone in our congregation who is going through a crisis, 
such as the death of a loved one, a diagnosis, a divorce, a job loss, etc. They meet with 
you once a week for an hour to offer support through listening, companionship and 
prayer. If you wonder whether having a Stephen Minister might be helpful for you, 
please speak with Pastor Jeff, jcarlson@spucc.org. Every one of us could benefit from a 
Stephen Minister at some point in our lives. 
 
NEW! OPT-IN TO TEXTING FROM ST. PAULS  
Want to receive reminders and announcements via text?   
Simply scan the QR code and fill out the form! 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
Please register your K-6th Sunday School students, 7th and 8th grade 
Confirmation students, and High School class members by scanning this 
QR code. 
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?  

Scan the QR codes to discover ways to connect with others.  

 

SOCIAL EVENTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  SPECIAL SERVICES 

KIDS ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS

 

HOLIDAYS 

   

 SUBMIT AN ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

For St. Pauls sponsored events, please fill out the new form by 10 a.m. on 
Wednesdays for publication in the Friday email and next Sunday bulletin. Share 
personal announcements/events on our Facebook group page, St. Pauls Together.  
Please limit announcements to 100 words. Thank you. 
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TODAY’S MUSIC 
 
During Lent, Kevin Dzierzawski is making a special music offering every Sunday,  a 
Prelude and Fugue from the Well-Tempered Clavier by J.S. Bach played on piano for 
our Prelude.  Please feel free to sit in the first pews in order to enjoy this great music 
and Kevin’s playing. 
 
The  Prelude and Fugue in E Minor BWV 855 is another we have heard during Lent 
from the first book of the Well-Tempered Clavier compiled in 1722 by Johann 
Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). It is impossible to overstate the genius manifested in not 
just one but two books of the Well-Tempered Clavier.  Bach set himself the task of 
composing preludes and fugues in all major and minor keys, 24 in total in each book.  
The stunning fact is how beautiful and inventive each pair of preludes and fugues is 
beyond just Bach’s musical architecture. Before the “compromise” of “even 
temperament,” (well-tempered), which involves tuning based on “perfect” octaves, 
fourths and fifths, there were certain major and minor keys that had to be avoided 
because they sounded out of tune to modern ears.  Even temperament is still used as 
the method for tuning pianos and organs. 
 
God Loved The World is originally a German text composed by Johann Olearius 
(1611-1684).  He was born into a family of theologians.  He was educated at 
Wittenberg University, the home of the Lutheran Church.  He became a very 
prominent Lutheran pastor, wrote many scholarly books in addition to a collection of 
hymns.  The English translation that we are singing is by August Crull (1845-1923).  
He was born in Germany.  His family immigrated to America, became a Lutheran 
pastor, and  rose to Professor of German at the Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  The tune ROCKINGHAM, was composed by Edward Miller (1735-1807).  
Miller was born, raised and died in England.  He was the flute player in the orchestra 
of G.F. Handel (1685-1757).  He published music for flute and also books on Baroque 
performance practice. 
 
The text for Rejoice Ye Pure In Heart was penned in 1865 by Edward H. Plumptre 
(1821-1891).  He was an eminent British scholar of the classics and the Bible.  In 
addition to prestigious faculty appointments, he was also on the committee that 
produced the Revised Version of the Bible.  MARION was composed in 1883 
specifically for this text by Arthur H. Messiter (1834-1916).  He was born in England 
and immigrated to the United States.  He named the tune after his mother.  He 
included it in a hymnal he compiled for Trinity Church in New York City. 
 
Jesu, meine Freude BWV 227 was composed by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).  
The date of the composition is unsure, but it is likely that it was sung for a funeral in 

 



 

Leipzig in 1723 not long after Bach was appointed Kantor at Thomaskirche.  This 
motet is unusual in a number of ways.  It is the longest of the 6 motets.  It is the only 
one based on a Lutheran chorale.  It is the only one composed for five choral parts, 
SSATB, which happens to be the same disposition of parts for the majority of his Mass 
in B Minor.  And the most unusual aspect of this motet is that Bach wrote in dynamic 
markings in the choral parts.  Bach rarely added dynamics for any of his compositions, 
so he obviously cared deeply about their placement.  The text for the original chorale 
upon which this motet is based was penned in 1650 by Johann Franck (1618-1677), 
and the tune was composed by  Johann Crüger (1598-1662).  Bach chose to 
intersperse stanzas of the chorale with movements based on passages from Paul’s 
letter to the  Romans chapter 8.  These passages confirm Christ’s gift of his life as 
redemption for us.   This hymn Jesus Priceless Treasure is timeless and is included in 
our New Century Hymnal No. 480, which we will sing this morning as a congregation.  
The well known English translation is by Catherine Winkworth  (1827-1878). 
Winkworth, although born in England, she spent many years in Dresden, which is why 
she was so adept at translating the text of German chorales.  She was also a tireless 
fighter for women’s rights.  
 
Lift High The Cross - George William Kichen (1827-1912) was the original author of 
the text, but there is a second “contributor” referred to as an “alterer,” Michael R. 
Newbolt (1874-1956) who added to and improved the Kichen text.  The tune, 
CRUCIFER, was composed in 1916 at the height of The Great War by Sydney H. 
Nicholson (1875-1947).  He was Organist/Choirmaster at Westminster Abbey in the 
1920’s and had a deep influence on English hymnody. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Chancel Choir 
Kurt R. Hansen, Music Director 

Kevin Dziersawski, Organist 
Karina Kontorovitch, Rehearsal pianist 

 
Sopranos 
Katie Alrutz 
Amy Bashiti 
Sue Coe 
Lenore Ettinger 
Nadia Jimènez 
Jennifer Kew 
Karin Magnuson 
Nancy Pifer * 
Ashley Shaluga 
Grace Stauskas 
Meg Tazelaar 
Annika Victorson 
Kecia Waldschmidt 
Christie DeForest Ward 
Pam Woll 
 
Altos 
Susan Arjmand 
Cindy Ball 
Amy Barton 
Lois Basil 
Terry Brancaccio Hansen 
Carrie Bruggers 
Breanna Coe * 
Micki Fayhee 
Karen Johnson 

 Tenors 
Todd Coe 
Andy Davis - Librarian 
Ninon Freeman 
Kris Hansen 
Doug Heyboer 
Rick Peterson 
Kris Hansen 
Nathan Streeter* 
 
Basses 
Bill Borden 
Jim Brandt 
Jeff Carlson 
Doug Coe 
Allen Heineman 
Graham Hicks 
Mark Huddle 
Julian Jarzebowski 
Lee Lichamer * 
Mark Mosley 
Mark Swanson 

* Section leader 
 
 

 

Winnie Kearns 
Jana O'Brien 
Amy Petersen Beck 

 



 

 

Special Music Theme 2025-2026 

Joyful Sounds 

Enjoy another year of special music during worship services.   

Mark this date in your calendar! 

 
June 13, 2026 - 7 p.m. 

Gospel Mass - Robert Ray 
A benefit for the National Gospel Music Museum with Pilgrim Baptist Church, 
UCAN and St. Sabina Church. 
Greater Harvest Missionary Baptist Church  
5141 South State Street 
Chicago, IL 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

EASTER ALTAR FLOWERS ORDER FORM 
  
Celebrate or remember a loved one by ordering a flowering plant for the Easter 
Festival Altar. Flowers may be picked up after the 11 a.m. Easter Sunday service. 
Remaining flowers will be donated to our senior members and neighbors. Please 
enclose $30 or more per plant with this order form, or order and pay online here: 
tinyurl.com/4sp7zp2x 
  
Please print legibly. 
 
In Celebration of (print name(s) as you wish to appear): 
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
In Memory of (print name(s) as you wish to appear): 

  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
From (your name(s) as you wish to appear):  

  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone: ____________________________________________ 
  
Email: _____________________________________________ 
   
Tear out this form and drop it in the offering plate or mail it to: 
St. Pauls UCC 
Attn: Easter Flowers 
2335 N. Orchard St., Chicago, IL  60614 
  
Completed orders must arrive by March 30th to appear in the Easter Bulletin 
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ABOUT ST. PAULS 
Making a Joyful Sound in the City! 

  
St. Pauls UCC has a vibrant history in the city of Chicago. Founded in 1843,  

we are one of the city's oldest churches. In 1989, we became one of America's  
first congregations to declare ourselves "Open and Affirming” of LGBTQ+ people. 

  
From founding Chicago's largest provider of social services to at-risk children to 
starting a home for the elderly, from housing protestors at the 1968 Democratic 

Convention to hosting Lincoln Park's first MLK day march against violence on 
Chicago's streets, we are proud to make a joyful sound in the city. 

  
Most important, during the past 180 years we are glad to have introduced thousands 

of children and adults to the amazing, inclusive, life changing, uplifting love of God. We 
do so in worship that is traditional, but far from conventional. 

 
 

Senior Pastor Matt Fitzgerald, mfitzgerald@spucc.org  
Associate Pastor Jeff Carlson, jcarlson@spucc.org  

Associate Pastor Liz Nickerson, lnickerson@spucc.org  
 
 

For a complete list of St. Pauls Staff, Governance, and Lay Leadership 
Please visit www.spucc.org/contact  

 
   

St. Pauls United Church of Christ 
2335 N Orchard St. | Chicago, IL 60614 

(773) 348-3829     www.spucc.org  
 

Free Parking is available Sundays from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
at the Lincoln Common Parking Garage, 2316 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Parking validation is available in the Narthex. 
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W E L C O M E  TO  S A I N T  P A U L S  U C C ! 
Welcome to those whose hearts are on fire with faith,   

and to those who bring their doubt inside our doors. 

Welcome to our first time guests and 

our longtime members. 

Welcome to single people, tiny children, 

grandparents and families of all configurations. 

Welcome to those who rejoice and to those who grieve. 

Welcome to LGBTQ+ people. 

Welcome to each and to everyone. 

We are blessed by your presence and 

we are glad you are here. 
 

 
 

 
 

 


