SAINT PAULS ucc

making a joyful sound in the city

Palm Sunday
March 29, 2026



No matter who you are,
No matter where you are
On life’s journey;,

You are welcome here.

Please silence cell phones.

Bibles for use during worship are available at each entrance to the Sanctuary.
Assisted listening devices and Bluetooth hearing aid guides are in the Narthex.
The Nursery and Toddler Room are open for children ages 0-5, from 10 to 11 a.m
Worship Bags are available in the Narthex.

THOUGHT FOR PREPARATION
“Deep in their roots, all flowers keep the light.”
- Theodore Roethke
PRELUDE Prelude and Fugue in Eb Major, BWV 852 J.S. Bach
Kevin Dzierzawski, piano
CHIMES
INTROIT Ride On In Majesty
Chancel Choir
WELCOME Liz Nickerson

*WELCOMING EACH OTHER

* CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Behold, the Prince of Peace
humble and riding on a donkey.
All: Hosanna! Hosanna!
One: Blessed is the king,
who comes in the name of the Lord!
All: Hosanna! Hosanna in the Highest!

* Please stand if you are able to do so.



* PALM PROCESSIONAL Enter, Rejoice and Come In
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1. En-ter, re - joice, and come in. En - ter, re - joice, and come in.
2. O - pen your - self to the song. O - pen your - self to the song.
3. O - pen your hearts ev - ery - one. O - pen your hearts ev -ery - one.
4. Don’'t be a - fraid of some change. Don’t be a - fraid of some change.
5. En -ter, re - joice, and come in. En - ter, re - joice, and come in.
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To - day will be a joy - ful day; en - ter; re - joice, and come in.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord our God,

we love you so much

that when you ride into our lives
we shout "Hosanna"

like children on the last day of school.
And then -

We deny Jesus.

We ignore Jesus.

We run from Jesus.

Indeed, our cry becomes
"Crucify! Crucify!"

Have mercy upon us.

Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER

WORDS OF ASSURANCE



RESPONSE

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
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1. “Ho - san - na,_ loud ho san na,” the lit - tle chil - dren sang;
2. From Ol - i vet they  fol lowed a mid a cheer - ing crowd,
3. “Ho - san -na__ in the  high - est!” That an - cient song is ours.
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through pil - lared court and tem ple the love - ly an - them rang;
the wvic - tor palm branch wav g, and chant-ing clear and loud.
We  hail our_great Re deem - er and sing with all our powers:
e | ) =l
0 | el 2 ;
R . = 1-—* -
hl I  S—| | ] I I | I
-~ T | | 1 P T ' 1 T
(B e e e e Y e e e, B e s e e
[CREER " o = e o= * o
P o o g o —9o 9
To__ Je - sus, who had  blessed them close fold - ed to his breast,
The one whom an - gels  wor ship rode on in low-ly state,
“Ho - san - na, Christ, we praise___ you with heart and life and voice.
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the chil - dren sang their prais - es, the sim - plest and the best.

and glad to__ see the chil - dren, slowed down the don - key’s gait.

Ho - san -nal_ In your pres - ence for - ev er well vre - joice!”
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ANTHEM Blessed Is He Vivian Hare &
Children’s Choir Katie Houts

Scott Banjavcic, piano

Breanna Coe, Director

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord our God.
Hosanna to the King of Kings!
Sing hosanna to the King of Kings! Hosannal!

SCRIPTURE
The congregation will read the bold verses
Matthew 21:1-11

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go
into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you,
just say this, "The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This
took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

"Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that
followed were shouting,

"Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is
this?"



STATEMENT OF FAITH
We believe in God who has created and is creating,
who has come to us in Jesus Christ to reconcile and make us new,
who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit.
We trust God. God calls us to be the Church,
to celebrate God’s presence,
to love and serve others,
to care for creation,
to seek justice and to resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life and death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God!
(adapted from the United Church of Canada)

* RESPONSE Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
See the previous hymn

V.3



SERMON

“Keep the Light” Matt Fitzgerald
* HYMN All Glory Laud and Honor
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All  glo - ry, laud, and hon - or To thee, Re-deem -er King,
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To whom the lips of chil - dren Made sweet ho - san - nas ring!
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1. The peo - ple of the He - brews With palms a - dorned your way;
2. As you re - ceived their prais - es, re - ceive our prayers to - day,
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OFFERTORY Ride On! King Jesus Black Spiritual
Chancel Choir arr. Moses Hogan

Breanna Coe, soloist

Ride on, King Jesus, the conquerin’ King.
Oh ride on, King Jesus, ride on. No man can-a hinder thee.

[ was but young when I begun.
No man can-a hinder thee.
But now my race is almost run.
No man can-a hinder thee.
Ohride on,...

King Jesus rides a milk white horse.
No man can-a hinder thee.
The ribber of Jordan he did cross.
No man can-a hinder thee.
Ohrideon...

He’s the King and the Lord.
He’s the first and the last.
He's the Lord of Lords.
Jesus is the Prince of Peace.
No man can-a hinder thee.
Ohrideon...

SPECIAL OFFERING: ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) supports disaster relief, refugee
assistance, and global development through the United Church of
Christ, providing both immediate aid and long-term recovery. To
give, scan the QR code with your phone or visit:
spucc.churchcenter.com/giving/to/one-great-hour-of-sharing-ucc

WELCOME CARD
Ifyou are a visitor, welcome!
Thank you for worshiping with us today!
If you would like to learn more about the church, please, scan the QR

code.


https://spucc.churchcenter.com/giving/to/one-great-hour-of-sharing-ucc

* FESTIVAL DOXOLOGY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Jeff Carlson

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.



*HYMN
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In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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1. In the cross of Christ | glo ry, tower - ing
2. When the woes of life_ oer take me, hopes de
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* BENEDICTION

* BENEDICTION RESPONSE
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POSTLUDE I'm Gonna Live The Life I Sing About Thomas A. Dorsey

St. Arbucks Quartet

If you would like someone to pray with you today, Stephen Ministers are present
dfter the postlude at the right front of the Sanctuary.

Following Worship, all are invited for coffee and snacks
downstairs in the Social Hall, directly below the Sanctuary.



TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS

Clergy: Liz Nickerson, Matt Fitzgerald, Jeff Carlson

Music Director: Kurt R. Hansen

St. Arbucks Quartet: Brendan Henry, piano; Alex Austin, bass; Matt Plaskota,
drums; Kris Hansen, trumpet & vocals

Head Usher: Beatrice Jaji

Ushers: Fred Pearson, Doug Clark

Greeters: Mercedes Ridao

Gatekeeper: Dodd Brown

Camera Operators: Nana Addadzi-Koom, Jim Alrutz, Marie Ankenman,

Bob Ball, Brian Hafner, Trevor Hafner

Custodian: Ramiro Gonzalez

Would you like to donate altar flowers? Sign up here: tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js.

BORN THIS WEEK IN MARCH/APRIL

We give thanks for your life at St. Pauls. A perfect way to celebrate is by giving one
dollar for each year of your life to our Birthday Fund, which supports A Just Harvest.

Mar. 30 Brendan Henry, Mark Pellegrino

Mar. 31 Diana Penniman, Rachael Loeffler

Apr.1  Susan Schwendener

Apr.2  Alexander Cittadine, Kate Weiskirch, Reese Carter, Sam Riportella, Grady
Hartanov, Amy Linman

Apr.3 MacKenzie Rogers

Apr.4  Peter Doerr


http://tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js

ST. PAULS PRAYS

Please clip this page and pray for those who are named below. To have your
prayer request included, simply ask a pastor in person, on the phone or by email.

You may also share your request at tinyurl.com/3j6sayku.

Our practice is to run each prayer request for four weeks and then remove it.
If you would like to continue a prayer request after four weeks, let a pastor

know.

Prayers for David Folkes, who is scheduled for April 1 cancer surgery
followed by radiation.

Prayers for the family of Ken Travers following his death on 3/23.
Prayers for Barb Kaiser’s sister as she recovers from surgery and begins
cancer treatments.

Prayers for Jim Alrutz’s friends, Megan Behnke, Connor Liss, and their
families as they mourn the passing of Connor's father, Ron.

Loved ones of Stan Winiarski at his death.

Gloria Joseph’s friend Betsy’s brother who has entered hospice.
Juanita Barlow at the death of her sister-in-law.

Family and friends of Jan Exworthy at her death. Her service will be on
May 2 at 11 AM at St. Pauls.

Julie Higginbotham's recovery from broken vertebrae.

Ninon Landaverry-Freeman'’s siblings, Sonja and John.

Donn Schimp and his family as Donn continues cancer treatment.
Dianne Witkowski, as she deals with cancer chemotherapy.

The sanctuary is reserved monthly on the fourth Tuesday from 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
for prayer.

Prayer, Support, Mental Health Resources

Even when you walk through the valley of shadows, God is with you. Help is
available for every kind of issue. Contact one of the pastors today for support,
referrals, and information that can help you and your loved ones.


https://tinyurl.com/3j6sayku

LENT & EASTER AT ST. PAULS

THU, APR 2 MAUNDY THURSDAY - 7 p.m.
A Dramatic Performance of the Gospel of Mark

FRI, APR 3 GOOD FRIDAY - 7:30 p.m.
Communion, Tenebrae with choir

SUN, APR 5 EASTER SUNDAY -9 am. & 11 a.m.
Communion, choir, brass

SUN, APR12  SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - 10 a.m.
Pancake Church in the Gym!
Youth Mission Trip Offering for Lent Info:

PANCAKE
CHURCH!

A Delicious Way to Support Our
Youth Mission Trip!




UPCOMING EVENTS

TODAY - FILL THE SILLS

It's cold outside so let's bring in the heat for the Common Pantry. In addition to
needing rice, beans and proteins, there is a great need for spices, seasonings,
condiments, cooking oils, coffee and ingredients for baking. The Pantry is so grateful
for our support. Thank you for your participation.

TODAY - CHURCH CENTER TUTORIALS FOR BETTER AWARENESS AND
CONNECTION - Sunday 11:30 a.m.

Have you ever wondered where to find what is happening at St. Pauls or how to get
involved? Join Communications Ministry Chair Nathan Chamberlain for a practical
1-hour tutorial in the Oscar Mayer Room after church during the last two Sundays in
March. Learn how to find and join activities, explore the calendar so you never miss
what is happening, and use the online directory to recognize names, put faces
together, and feel more connected as a member of the St. Pauls community.

If you have ever said “I didn’t know about that” or “I couldn’t find it,” this is for you.

MARCH 30 - YOGA WELLNESS FOR ALL - 6-7 p.m,,

Yoga is a community building practice. We begin with a brief meditation, often
taking inspiration from the weekly sermon. We practice a breath to movement flow
from the chair, with options to modify for standing and/or mat work when possible.
Yoga connects body and mind, and functions to support the Vagal nerve, restoring
calmness and our sense of safety and security.

We offer this practice freely, and encourage you to make a $10 to $20 donation to the
Migrant Legal Fund. Sign up via this link: tinyurl.com/4cpmednw.

MARCH 31 - LITTLE STARS MUSIC CLASS [Spring Session]

Music & Movement Class for children 0-2 with a caregiver, Tuesdays, 3/31-5/19
10:30-11:30 a.m. Explore world rhythms through song and dance with Ms. Suzanne
including social playtime. $125/8 week session. Register here: tinyurl.com/355ts3hp

APRIL 1 - WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 1 PETER - Noon, Zoom

What did it mean for the early Christians to follow Jesus in the midst of a violent world
empire? How were they to live as an alternative community that looked like Jesus and
not like Rome? These are questions they faced and that we also face in our
post-Christian world. 1 Peter is a small book that wrestles with these big questions.
Led by Jeff Carlson, we meet every Wednesday over Zoom for about 40 minutes. Sign
up here: tinyurl.com/y3w7fkpw.



http://tinyurl.com/4cpmednw
https://tinyurl.com/355ts3hp
https://tinyurl.com/y3w7fkpw

APRIL 2 - JUMPSTART GYM

Start off your morning with playtime in the gym and stage area! Children 0-5 with a
caregiver are invited Thursdays ($75) or Fridays ($60) 9:00-10:00 a.m. April-June to
run, jump, and climb. Combo discount for both days = $125. Register here:

tinyurl.com/va24p6kw

APRIL 4 - UCAN VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY - 7:30-10:00 a.m.; UCAN

On Saturday April 4th, the day before we celebrate Easter, our church will prepare and
serve breakfast to the youth at UCAN. We will have an opportunity to engage with the
youth and offer simple Easter activities to share joy and encouragement. The event
will take place at UCAN’s North Lawndale facility from 7:30 - 10:00 am. If you would
like to volunteer, sign up here: tinyurl.com/bddytj8z

APRIL 5 - EASTER SUNDAY BRUNCH - 12:00-2:00 p.m.

Celebrate Easter with a joyful brunch following the second Easter Sunday service.
Traditional Easter ham will be provided, along with vegetarian and gluten-free
options. Guests are asked to bring an appetizer, salad, drinks, or dessert to serve eight.
Suggestions include stuffed eggs, seasonal breads, vegetable or fruit salads, carrot
cake, cheesecake, coconut cake, or chocolate eggs or a favorite family Easter dish.

All ages are welcome, and friends are encouraged to join. Children may bring Easter
decorations for the tables. Please reserve through Church Center by April 3. For
questions, contact Ninon Landaverry Freeman at nlandaO5@yahoo.com. Sign up here:
tinyurl.com/3suv7fn8

APRIL 13 - LABYRINTH WALK - 7-8 p.m., Gym

The Chartres Cathedral-inspired labyrinth painted on our gym floor offers an
opportunity for quiet “walking meditation.” The labyrinth will be available monthly on
the second Monday 7-8 pm and the third Thursday 2-3 pm. Registration not required

but helpful. Sign up here: tinyurl.com/57z6psvm.

APRIL 14 - ILIAD AND ODYSSEY READING GROUP - 7 p.m., Zoom

We're reading and discussing these two foundational classics.. Any translation of The
[liad and The Odyssey is fine; Emily Wilson’s are recommended but not required.
Monthly discussions are over Zoom the second Tuesday of the month at 7pm
through June 9. Questions? contact Emily Emily.cromwell3@gmail.com. Sign up to

participate here: tinyurl.com/358yh848.



https://tinyurl.com/va24p6kw
http://tinyurl.com/bddytj8z
mailto:nlandaO5@yahoo.com
https://tinyurl.com/3suv7fn8
http://tinyurl.com/57z6psvm
mailto:Emily.cromwell3@gmail.com
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://tinyurl.com/358yh848___.YXAzOnN0cGF1bHM6YTpnOjUyNzI1NjI2ZjhhZGNjYjk3OTRjOWJjZDc4MTFkMDk2Ojc6MjZlODo1MjE5MjkzYzYyMmMwYmUxODg4M2JmZmYzZjc1YTM1MTBjMjNhMDgxNGNlYTI0MWExZGRiZDBkMmEyNGVjOGZjOmg6VDpO

APRIL 18 - POLO OPEN GYM: LITTLE LIGHTS AUCTION & ART SHOWCASE -
9:30-11:30 a.m.

April’s open gym gathering features the usual bounce house, snacks, and free gym
play, along with student artwork on display! Silent auction with limited specialty
items to bid on to help support St. Pauls Little Lights program. Open to the
community. If you are unable to attend in person, you can still bid online for specific
items (packet link forthcoming), or make a general donation here:
tinyurl.com/2sa7h46s

APRIL 19 - MEAL MAKING FORLPCS - 11:15 a.m. & 4 p.m.,, Kitchen
Join us in the kitchen today to prepare meals for the residents of Lincoln Park
Community Services. We have two opportunities to serve:

- Lunch Making: 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Help us assemble sack lunches right after
church. Sign up for Lunch: tinyurl.com/e4m9v9zz

- Dinner Making: 4 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Prepare dinner at the church and help deliver
the meal to LPCS (600 W. Fullerton). Sign up for Dinner: tinyurl.com/5dmys5hc

APRIL 19- NEW MEMBER CLASS - 11 a.m., OMR

Join pastors, members and others curious about St. Pauls for the next New Member
Class. Together we'll talk about faith and our community, and we'd love for you to be
part of the conversation! We'll meet after worship and childcare will be provided as
needed. See other upcoming dates here: spucc.org/new member classes.

APRIL 24 - VOLUNTEER WITH REBUILDING TOGETHER - 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m,,
Off-Site

Registration is open for National Rebuilding Day. Join the St. Pauls team as this year
we work on a house in Maywood -- making it safe, warm and dry. Sample tasks
include moving things to the dumpster, painting, and installing safety devices.
Working together is a great way to meet and get to know others from St. Pauls. Sign
up on Church Center at this link: Questions, email Pat Ruch at pmr.ruch@gmail.com.
Sign up to participate here: tinyurl.com/bdhtcexm.

APRIL 26 - UCC CORNERSTONE FUND - 11:30 in the Oscar Mayer Room

Come learn about UCC's Cornerstone Fund from President and CEO Maria Coyne.
The UCC Cornerstone Fund's mission is joining together in Faith to invest and build
community. The Fund offers investments for individuals, Churches and faith based
NPOs, then loans those funds directly to other Churches and faith based NPOs for
projects that create change in their communities. These loans finance impact
projects to modernize and innovate such as: affordable housing, childcare and


https://tinyurl.com/2sa7h46s
http://tinyurl.com/e4m9v9zz
http://tinyurl.com/5dmys5hc
http://spucc.org/new_member_classes
mailto:pmr.ruch@gmail.com
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://tinyurl.com/358yh848___.YXAzOnN0cGF1bHM6YTpnOjUyNzI1NjI2ZjhhZGNjYjk3OTRjOWJjZDc4MTFkMDk2Ojc6MjZlODo1MjE5MjkzYzYyMmMwYmUxODg4M2JmZmYzZjc1YTM1MTBjMjNhMDgxNGNlYTI0MWExZGRiZDBkMmEyNGVjOGZjOmg6VDpO
http://tinyurl.com/bdhtcexm

sustainable energy; and ministry maintenance projects to preserve such as new
roofs and HVAC. Hosted by Sally Fletcher. Register here: tinyurl.com/mrytwc9x

APRIL 29 - COOKIES FOR A CAUSE BAKING NIGHT (OR BAKE YOUR FAVORITE
COOKIES AT HOME NOW!) - 5:30 p.m., Kitchen

Join the St. Paul’s cookie bakers for dinner, socializing, and cookie making. We eat
dinner around 6:30 p.m. Cookies will be donated to A Just Harvest and the Lincoln
Park Community Shelter. If you can’t attend but want to contribute, drop off cookies
labeled with your name and "MARCIA" at the church by Wednesday, April 28th. To
reserve a spot or find out what supplies are needed, contact Marcia Volk at
marcia@volkonline.com or (773) 307-6866, or Gloria Joseph at

glrjoseph@yahoo.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

STAFF ROLE CHANGES

Exciting news from the Saint Pauls office! Aubraea Cleveland is now Director of
Operations (acleveland@spucc.org), overseeing administrative functions including
human resources, financial audits, building incidents, insurance, facilities, rental
agreements, and vendor relationships. Danielle Mayfield is Office Administrator and
Children’s Program Coordinator (danielle.mayfield@spucc.org), overseeing childcare,
Sunday School, baptisms, archives, bulletin issues, room reservations,
announcements, church calendar updates, and newsletter signups.

Please join us in welcoming them to their new roles!

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE HOURS

DOES YOUR SCHOOL AGE CHILD NEED SERVICE HOURS? A worthwhile and Fun
opportunity is to help bake cookies at the Cookies For A Cause volunteer night on
Wednesday April 29th. Contact Marcia Volk or Gloria Joseph for more information.

LPCS - METAMORPHOSIS GALA ON MAY 8

Experience a night of enchantment with Lincoln Park Community Services at
Metamorphosis Gala! The magical night will take place on Friday evening, May 8, at
Sarabande, which is located at 2726 West Roscoe Street in Chicago. -
LPCS serves adults who are experiencing homelessness in Chicago EE"HE
through two shelters and a Drop-In program. St. Pauls was one of the 3
founding churches of LPCS in 1985 and has been an instrumental part of E

its growth ever since. Tickets are on sale now. To learn more, scan the

QR code or check LPCS's website at LPCSChicago.org



http://tinyurl.com/mrytwc9x
mailto:glrjoseph@yahoo.com
http://lpcschicago.org

SILENT AUCTION & SPRING ART SHOWCASE

Celebrate the creativity of our Little Lights students and help our program shine. Our
Spring Art Auction will feature one-of-a-kind artwork created by each of
our Little Lights. Our Silent Auction will also include experiences, family
activities, gift baskets, buy-in parties, and services generously donated by
our community and local businesses. Have an item, experience, or service
to donate? Know a business that would like to sponsor or contribute?
Interested in hosting a buy-in party? Please scan the QR code and fill out
the donation form. Thank you for your support!

LISTENING TO JESUS LENT DEVOTIONAL

This year you're invited to listen to Jesus by reflecting on a passage from Matthew
each of the forty days, plus Easter Sunday. (The other Sundays are not counted in Lent,
as every Sunday is considered a “mini-Easter”.) The Gospel of Matthew highlights
Jesus as a teacher, so each daily passage of scripture contains something that he

taught. You can find instructions for a way to prayerfully reflect on scripture along
with the readings from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday here: tinyurl.com/nhd32wyy

LOSS AND GRIEVING DISCUSSION GROUP

We've all lost someone we loved. Whether you lost someone you loved last month, last
year, or five years ago, you can still grieve that loss. Grief changes, but it never goes
away. Would you be interested in sharing stories with others who are in similar
situations? We're not therapists, just your friends and neighbors who are also
grieving and would like to share our ideas and learn how others are coping. We're
planning to start a grief support group at St. Pauls, but we need to make sure there’s
interest. Please contact Pam Woll at pamelawoll3333@gmail.com if you think this
might benefit you.

CREATION CORNER by Green Team

Elieving in Positive Aging

A general perception about aging is that it is a steady march towards physical and
cognitive decline; the good news is that this perceived downward march is now
contradicted by actual data from a longitudinal study stating that one can strongly
influence the way one ages with positive beliefs ABOUT aging.

The study, from the Yale School of Public Health, examined several thousand
participants, over a twelve-year period, for cognitive health and walking speed. Over
fifty percent of the over 65-year-olds improved cognitively or physically or both, the
critical belief being that improvement WAS possible.

Adapted from the Washington Post, Maggie Penman,25 March 2025


http://tinyurl.com/nhd32wyy
mailto:pamelawoll3333@gmail.com

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT ST. PAULS

Our Stephen Ministers are here for you if you are going through a tough time.
Extensively trained in compassionate Christian caregiving, Stephen Ministers are
matched confidentially with someone in our congregation who is going through a
crisis, such as the death of a loved one, a diagnosis, a divorce, a job loss, etc. They meet
with you once a week for an hour to offer support through listening, companionship
and prayer. If you wonder whether having a Stephen Minister might be helpful for you,
please speak with Pastor Jeff, jcarlson@spucc.org. Every one of us could benefit from a
Stephen Minister at some point in our lives.


mailto:jcarslon@spucc.org

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
Scan the QR codes to discover ways to connect with others.
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SUBMIT AN ANNOUNCEMENT

For St. Pauls sponsored events, please fill out the new form by 10 a.m. on
Wednesdays for publication in the Friday email and next Sunday bulletin. Share
personal announcements/events on our Facebook group page, St. Pauls Together.
Please limit announcements to 100 words. Thank you.



https://spucc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/768193
https://spucc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/903457

TODAY’S MUSIC

During Lent, Kevin Dzierzawski is making a special music offering every Sunday, a
Prelude and Fugue from the Well-Tempered Clavier by ].S. Bach played on piano for our
Prelude. Please feel free to sit in the first pews in order to enjoy this great music and
Kevin's playing.

The Prelude and Fugue in E Flat Major BWV 852 is the 7th prelude and fugue set from
the first book of the Well-Tempered Clavier compiled in 1722 by Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750). The prelude is unusual because it includes a fugue. The fugue itself
contains 3 voices and a lightness of style. Itis impossible to overstate the genius
manifested in not just one but two books of the Well-Tempered Clavier. Bach set himself
the task of composing preludes and fugues in all major and minor keys, 24 in total in
each book. The stunning fact is how beautiful and inventive each pair of preludes and
fugues is beyond just Bach’s musical architecture. Before the “compromise” of “even
temperament,” (well-tempered), which involves tuning based on “perfect” octaves,
fourths and fifths, there were certain major and minor keys that had to be avoided
because they sounded out of tune to modern ears. Even temperament is still used as
the method for tuning pianos and organs.

The powerful Palm Sunday text for Ride On! Ride On in Majesty was penned in 1827 by
Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868). In addition to being a poet, he was also a
distinguished court physician and theologian. The stately tune, THE KING’S MAJESTY,
was composed in 1939 by Graham George (1912-1993). He was a Canadian of English
birth. He was also an organist, choir and orchestra director, and professor of music
theory. He studied composition with Paul Hindemith at Yale University.

Enter, Rejoice and Come In was composed in the 1970s by Louise Ruspini (1900-2000),
who also provided the text, and is based on Psalm 100. The tune borrows from the first line
of the refrain: ENTER, REJOICE.

Blessed Is He was composed in 2025 by Vivian Hare and Katie Houts and is based on
John 12:13. Vivian Hare is Music Director at Montreat Presbyterian Church in Montreat,
North Carolina. Katie Houts is the Curriculum Director for the Choristers Guild music
publisher and is also an active teacher, arranger, and conductor.

Hosanna! Loud Hosanna is a rousing Palm Sunday text written in 1873 by Jeanette
Threlfall (1821-1880). She led a difficult life. She was orphaned at a very early age and
suffered an accident which left her an invalid for the rest of her days. She became a lay
minister to many and exuded grace. The tune, ELLACOMBE, is unattributed and of



German origin, first published in a hymnal in 1784. In the 19th century, the tune was
named for a village in Devonshire.

The text for All Glory Laud And Honor is attributed to Theodulph, Bishop of Orléans
(750-821). He was Italian by birth and brought to the court in France by Charles the
Great. The familiar translation we sing was written in 1854 by ].M. Neale (1818-1866),
who translated many hymn texts into English including O Come, O Come Emmanuel. He
was a member of the British clergy, and struggled with ill health his entire life. The tune
name was dedicated to Theodulph at a later date. The tune was composed by German
composer Melchior Teschner (1584-1635). One of the places he studied was in
Wittenberg, the birthplace of the Lutheran faith.

In his all too brief life, Moses Hogan (1957-2003) continued and added to the great
tradition of spiritual arrangement that includes William Dawson. He recorded a number of
compact discs and wrote solo arrangements for singers like Kathleen Battle. Ride On, King
Jesus is a well known spiritual that was made memorable across decades of St. Pauls Palm
Sunday services by the Chancel Choir's beloved long-term bass soloist, Ron McCowan. This
arrangement by Moses Hogan was a gift to the choir in Ron's honor from Jana O'Brien and
Wayne Parman. Mr. Hogan was commissioned by St. Pauls to write I Gotta Home in-a Dat
Rock in honor of Ron McCowan’s 25 years of service to this congregation.

In The Cross Of Christ I Glory is a text written in 1825 by John Bowring (1792-1872).
He was an English Unitarian and became a member of Parliament. His text is decidedly
Christian. RATHBURN was composed in 1851 by Ithamar Conkley (1815-1867).
Conkley was an American of Scottish descent. He became a professional bass and also
organist in New York City.

I'm Gonna Live The Life I Sing About In My Song was composed in 1955 by Thomas A.
Dorsey (1899-1993). Dorsey composed over 3,000 songs, one third of them gospel
music. In fact, Dorsey is credited with creating gospel music, a fusion of jazz, blues, and
deep spirituality. His most famous song is Precious Lord. Mahalia Jackson made the
first recording of I'm Gonna Live The Life I Sing About In My Song in 1956.



Special Music Theme 2025-2026
Joyful Sounds

Enjoy another year of special music during worship services.
Mark this date in your calendar!

June 13,2026 - 7 p.m.
Gospel Mass - Robert Ray
A benefit for the National Gospel Music Museum with Pilgrim Baptist Church,
UCAN and St. Sabina Church.
Greater Harvest Missionary Baptist Church
5141 South State Street
Chicago, IL

EHG

SAVE THE DATE

THE HISTORIC PILGRIM BAPTIST CHURCH CHOIR
AND FRIENDS CONCERT AND FUNDRAISER

You're invited to the 20" Anniversary Celebration commemerating the horrific
fire that claimed the National Landmark Treasure that is, the Historic Pilgrim
Baptist Church Building. The fire might have claimed the building, but it did
not touch the spirit of Gospel Music. Join us for an evening of worship and
fellowship that will support rebuilding our architectural jewel.

THE PILGRIM SANCTUARY CHOIR AND
FRIENDS | ST. SABINA’S LEVITES
CHOIR | ST. PAULS UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST CHANCEL CHOIR

SATURDAY
JUNE 13, 2026

STARTING AT 4:00 PM
@

/' GREATER HARVEST

Founder & Chalrman of

Tyscott Records BAPTIST GHURCH
Soar Award Winning 91413 STATE ST, GHIGAGO, IL




EASTER ALTAR FLOWERS ORDER FORM

Celebrate or remember a loved one by ordering a flowering plant for the Easter
Festival Altar. Flowers may be picked up after the 11 a.m. Easter Sunday service.
Remaining flowers will be donated to our senior members and neighbors. Please
enclose $30 or more per plant with this order form, or order and pay online here:
tinyurl.com/4sp7zp2x

Please print legibly.

In Celebration of (print name(s) as you wish to appear):

In Memory of (print name(s) as you wish to appear):

From (your name(s) as you wish to appear):

Phone:

Email:

Tear out this form and drop it in the offering plate or mail it to:
St. Pauls UCC

Attn: Easter Flowers

2335 N. Orchard St., Chicago, IL 60614

Completed orders must arrive by March 30th to appear in the Easter Bulletin


http://tinyurl.com/4sp7zp2x




ABOUT ST. PAULS
Making a Joyful Sound in the City!

St. Pauls UCC has a vibrant history in the city of Chicago. Founded in 1843,
we are one of the city's oldest churches. In 1989, we became one of America's
first congregations to declare ourselves "Open and Affirming” of LGBTQ+ people.

From founding Chicago's largest provider of social services to at-risk children to
starting a home for the elderly, from housing protestors at the 1968 Democratic
Convention to hosting Lincoln Park's first MLK day march against violence on
Chicago's streets, we are proud to make a joyful sound in the city.

Most important, during the past 180 years we are glad to have introduced thousands
of children and adults to the amazing, inclusive, life changing, uplifting love of God.
We do so in worship that is traditional, but far from conventional.

Senior Pastor Matt Fitzgerald, mfitzgerald@spucc.org
Associate Pastor Jeff Carlson, jcarlson@spucc.org

Associate Pastor Liz Nickerson, Inickerson@spucc.org

For a complete list of St. Pauls Staff, Governance, and Lay Leadership

Please visit www.spucc.org/contact

St. Pauls United Church of Christ
2335 N Orchard St. | Chicago, IL 60614
(773) 348-3829 www.spucc.org

Free Parking is available Sundays from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
at the Lincoln Common Parking Garage, 2316 N. Lincoln Ave.
Parking validation is available in the Narthex.


http://www.spucc.org/contact
http://www.spucc.org/

WELCOME TO SAINT PAULS UCC!

Welcome to those whose hearts are on fire with faith,
and to those who bring their doubt inside our doors.
Welcome to our first time guests and
our longtime members.

Welcome to single people, tiny children,
grandparents and families of all configurations.
Welcome to those who rejoice and to those who grieve.
Welcome to LGBTQ+ people.

Welcome to each and to everyone.

We are blessed by your presence and
we are glad you are here.



	 
	 
	APRIL 18 – POLO OPEN GYM: LITTLE LIGHTS AUCTION & ART SHOWCASE - 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
	April’s open gym gathering features the usual bounce house, snacks, and free gym play, along with student artwork on display! Silent auction with limited specialty items to bid on to help support St. Pauls Little Lights program. Open to the community. If you are unable to attend in person, you can still bid online for specific items (packet link forthcoming), or make a general donation here: tinyurl.com/2sa7h46s 
	APRIL 19 – MEAL MAKING FOR LPCS - 11:15 a.m. & 4 p.m., Kitchen 
	Join us in the kitchen today to prepare meals for the residents of Lincoln Park Community Services. We have two opportunities to serve: 
	STAFF ROLE CHANGES 
	Exciting news from the Saint Pauls office! Aubraea Cleveland is now Director of Operations (acleveland@spucc.org), overseeing administrative functions including human resources, financial audits, building incidents, insurance, facilities, rental agreements, and vendor relationships. Danielle Mayfield is Office Administrator and Children’s Program Coordinator (danielle.mayfield@spucc.org), overseeing childcare, Sunday School, baptisms, archives, bulletin issues, room reservations, announcements, church calendar updates, and newsletter signups.  
	Please join us in welcoming them to their new roles! 


