SAINT PAULS ucc

making a joyful sound in the city

April 19, 2026



No matter who you are,
No matter where you are
On life’s journey,

You are welcome here.

Please silence cell phones.
Bibles for use during worship are available at each entrance to the Sanctuary.
Assisted listening devices and Bluetooth hearing aid guides are in the Narthex.
The Nursery and Toddler Room are open for children ages 0-5, from 10 to 11 a.m.

THOUGHT FOR PREPARATION

[

PRELUDE Prelude on Slane Noel Rawsthorne
Kevin Dzierzawski, organ

INTROIT Easter Carillon W. Leonard Beck
Chancel Choir

The whole bright world rejoices now, Alleluia.
The birds do sing on every bough, Alleluia.
Then sing beneath the racing skies, Alleluia.
To him who rose that we might rise, Alleluia.

WELCOME Jeff Carlson
WELCOMING EACH OTHER

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Meet us on the road, Lord.

All: Guide us on the path.

One: Open our eyes to see you!

All: Open our hearts to receive you!
One: Give us friends to marvel with.
All: Let us rejoice together!

* Please stand as you are able.



HYMN Morning Has Broken
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1. Morn -ing has bro - ken Like the first morn - ing, Black - bird has
2. Sweet the rain’s new fall Sun - lit from heav - en, Like the first
3. Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing Born  of the
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spo - ken Like the first bird.___  Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew - fall On the first grass._  Praise for the sweet - ness Of the wet
one light E - den saw play!__ Praise with e - la - tion, Praise ev - ery
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morn - ing! Praise for them, spring - ing Fresh from the Word!__
gar - den, Sprung in com - plete - ness Where his feet pass.
morn - ing, Gods re -cre - a - tion Of the new  day!
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We need your presence on the long road, Lord.

The road between Easter and the everyday,
between birth and death,

hope and disappointment,

despair and surrender.

We need you on the road with us.

Forgive our resistance, our vanity, our disbelief.
Forgive our refusal to be silent, so you might speak.
Jesus, stand among us, in your risen power.

Amen.



MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Sunday School students are invited to go to their classrooms.
If you would like to accompany your child(ren),

you are welcome to drop them off and return to worship.

RESPONSE Be Thou My Vision vwilé&?2
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1. Be thou my__ vi - sion, O Lord  of my heart;
2. Be thou my_ wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3. Rich - es 1 heed not, nor life’s emp - ty praise,
4. Sover - eign of heav - en, my vic - to - ry won,
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Nought be all else to me save that thou art,
1 ev er with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou mine in her - i - tance, now and al - ways;
May I reach heav'n’s joys, 0O bright heav - en’s Sun!
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Thou my__  best_ thought, by day or by night,
Moth - er_  and__ Fa - ther, thou art both to me,
Thou and__ thou on - Ly, first in my heart,
Heart of _~ my__  own heart, what - ev - er be fall,
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Wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy_  pres - ence my light.
Thou in  me dwell - ing, thy ~ child I shall be.
Rul - er of heav - en, my__  trea - sure thou art.
Still be my vi sion, O__  Rul - er of all.




SCRIPTURE
Luke 24:13-35
That same day two of them were walking to the village Emmaus, about seven miles
out of Jerusalem. They were deep in conversation, going over all these things that
had happened. In the middle of their talk and questions, Jesus came up and walked
along with them. But they were not able to recognize who he was.

He asked, “What'’s this you're discussing so intently as you walk along?”

They just stood there, long-faced, like they had lost their best friend. Then one of
them, his name was Cleopas, said, “Are you the only one in Jerusalem who hasn'’t
heard what’s happened during the last few days?”

He said, “What has happened?”

They said, “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene. He was a man of God, a
prophet, dynamic in work and word, blessed by both God and all the people. Then
our high priests and leaders betrayed him, got him sentenced to death, and
crucified him. And we had our hopes up that he was the One, the One about to
deliver Israel. And it is now the third day since it happened. But now some of our
women have completely confused us. Early this morning they were at the tomb and
couldn’t find his body. They came back with the story that they had seen a vision of
angels who said he was alive. Some of our friends went off to the tomb to check and
found it empty just as the women said, but they didn’t see Jesus.”

Then he said to them, “So thick-headed! So slow-hearted! Why can’t you simply
believe all that the prophets said? Don’t you see that these things had to happen,
that the Messiah had to suffer and only then enter into his glory?” Then he started
at the beginning, with the Books of Moses, and went on through all the Prophets,
pointing out everything in the Scriptures that referred to him.

They came to the edge of the village where they were headed. He acted as if he
were going on but they pressed him: “Stay and have supper with us. It’s nearly
evening; the day is done.” So he went in with them. And here is what happened: He
sat down at the table with them. Taking the bread, he blessed and broke and gave
it to them. At that moment, open-eyed, wide-eyed, they recognized him. And then
he disappeared.

Back and forth they talked. “Didn’t we feel on fire as he conversed with us on the
road, as he opened up the Scriptures for us?”



They didn’t waste a minute. They were up and on their way back to Jerusalem.
They found the Eleven and their friends gathered together, talking away: “It’s really
happened! The Master has been raised up—Simon saw him!” Then the two went
over everything that happened on the road and how they recognized him when he
broke the bread.

* STATEMENT OF FAITH
We believe in God who has created and is creating,
who has come to us in Jesus Christ to reconcile and make us new,
who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit.
We trust God. God calls us to be the Church,
to celebrate God’s presence,
to love and serve others,
to care for creation,
to seek justice and to resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life and death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God!
(adapted from the United Church of Canada)

* RESPONSE Be Thou My Vision vw3&4
See previous hymn

SERMON “Hello, I Must be Going” Matt Fitzgerald



*HYMN

Guide My Feet
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1. Guide my feet__  while I run this race, guide_ my feet
2. Hold_~ my hand_  while I run this race, hold_ my hand
3. 'm__  your child while I run this race, I'm__ your child
4. Stand by_ me__  while I run this race, stand_ by me
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Yes, my God.
' /) ¥ [r— [re— ; |
Y o I | I | | | | | | | |
@ ' ’ ’ ’ | I | | I T | |
while I run this race, guide_. my feet_ while I run this race,
while I run this race, hold_. my hand_ while I run this race,
while I run this race, I'm___  your child__ while I run this race,
while I run this race, stand. by me_ while I run this race,
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OFFERTORY With A Voice Of Singing Martin Shaw
Chancel Choir

With a voice of singing
Declare ye this, and let it be heard,
Alleluia.

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.
The Lord hath delivered his people,
Alleluia.

0 be joyful in God, all ye lands,

O sing praises to the honor of his name,
Make his praise to be glorious.

ELECTRONIC OFFERING OPTIONS
Scan this code with your cell phone camera,
Church Center at spucc.churchcenter.com/giving,

PayPal at spucc.org/paypal, or Zelle to giving@spucc.org.

WELCOME CARD

If you are a visitor, welcome! Thank you for
worshiping with us today!

If would like to learn more about the church, please
scan the QR code.




FESTIVAL DOXOLOGY

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.

Amen.
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HYMN The Strife is O’er
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BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION RESPONSE
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POSTLUDE I Saw The Light Hank Williams

St. Arbucks Quartet

If you would like someone to pray with you today, Stephen Ministers are present
dfter the postlude at the right front of the Sanctuary.

Stephen Ministers are also available away from church and confidentially to members

going through a crisis, such as the death of a loved one, a diagnosis, a divorce, a job loss,

etc. Extensively trained in Christian caregiving they are available to listen, support and

offer caring on a weekly basis at a mutually agreeable time. If you wonder whether this
may be helpful to you, please contact Pastor Jeff, jcarlson@spucc.org



TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS

Clergy: Jeff Carlson, Matt Fitzgerald, Liz Nickerson

Music Director: Kurt R. Hansen

Organist: Kevin Dzierzawski

St. Arbucks Quartet: Brendan Henry, piano; Alex Austin, bass; Matt Plaskota,
drums; Kris Hansen, trumpet & vocals

Head Usher: Beatrice Jaji

Ushers: Fred Pearson, David Baker, Doug Clark, Ron Koepke

Greeters: Andrea Koepke, Mercedes Ridao

Gatekeeper: Dodd Brown

Camera Operators: Nana Addadzi-Koom, Jim Alrutz, Marie Ankenman,

Bob Ball, Brian Hafner, Trevor Hafner

Custodian: Ramiro Gonzalez

Would you like to donate altar flowers? Sign up here: tinyurl.com/4wé6fu5js.

BORN THIS WEEK IN APRIL

We give thanks for your life at St. Pauls. A perfect way to celebrate is by giving one dollar
for each year of your life to our Birthday Fund, which supports A Just Harvest.

Apr. 19 Cheryl Collins, Henry Koepke

Apr. 20 Jack Sheehan, Kelly Collins

Apr. 21 David Fayhee, Jacob DeMonte, Kristen Newhouse
Apr. 22 Aubraea Cleveland, Michael Noonan

Apr. 23 Andrew Koepke, Sharon Mutch

Apr. 24 Ella Huddle, Jason Riportella

Apr. 25 Bennett Fayhee, Nolan Weglarz, Ryan Vahey


http://tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js

ST. PAULS PRAYS

Please clip this page and pray for those who are named below. To have your prayer
request included, simply ask a pastor in person, on the phone or by email. You may
also share your request at tinyurl.com/3j6sayku.

Our practice is to run each prayer request for four weeks and then remove it.

If you would like to continue a prayer request after four weeks, let a pastor know.

Prayers for William Montgomery, recovering from a hospital stay.

Drew Occhipinti at the death of his father.

Michelle, being treated for kidney cancer.

Alex Stevenson’s husband Bob having cancer surgery on April 13.

Ally, a college student, getting OT and PT at Shirley Ryan for double vision.

David Folkes recovering from cancer surgery and beginning radiation.

Juanita Barlow and Paquita Mueller’s brother-in-law, Jerry, in hospice.

Doug Coe, recovering at home.

Brent Carstensen and family at the death of his father James.

Prayers for the family of Ken Travers following his death on 3/23.

Prayers for Barb Kaiser’s sister as she recovers from surgery and begins

cancer treatments.

e Prayers for Jim Alrutz’s friends, Megan Behnke, Connor Liss, and their
families as they mourn the passing of Connor's father, Ron.

e Family and friends of Jan Exworthy at her death. Her service will be on

May 2 at 11 AM at St. Pauls.

Julie Higginbotham's recovery from broken vertebrae.

Ninon Landaverry-Freeman’s siblings, Sonja and John.

Donn Schimp and his family as Donn continues cancer treatment.

Dianne Witkowski, as she deals with cancer chemotherapy.

Prayer, Support, Mental Health Resources
Even when you walk through the valley of shadows, God is with you. Help is available for
every kind of issue. Contact one of the pastors today for support, referrals, and
information that can help you and your loved ones.

The sanctuary is reserved monthly on the fourth Tuesday from 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. for
you to come and pray.


https://tinyurl.com/3j6sayku

UPCOMING EVENTS

TODAY - FILL THE SILLS

Help us fill our sills with much needed items for the Common Pantry. In addition to
canned proteins, like chicken/salmon/tuna, cooking oil, whole grains and brown rice are
always in high demand. Personal hygiene items needed are: baby wipes, soap, shampoo
and conditioner (shampoo/conditioner are much sought after and are not eligible for
SNAP benefits). These are all items that the Pantry can’t keep stocked on their shelves.
Thank you for your participation and support of the Common Pantry and our neighbors
in need.

TODAY - MEAL MAKING FOR LPCS - 11:15 a.m. & 4 p.m., Kitchen
Join us in the kitchen today to prepare meals for the residents of Lincoln Park
Community Services. We have two opportunities to serve:

- Lunch Making: 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Help us assemble sack lunches right after
church. Sign up for Lunch: tinyurl.com/e4m9v9zz

- Dinner Making: 4 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Prepare dinner at the church and help deliver the
meal to LPCS (600 W. Fullerton). Sign up for Dinner: tinyurl.com/5n92ywpk

TODAY- NEW MEMBER CLASS - 11 a.m,,

Join pastors, members and others curious about St. Pauls for the next New Member
Class. Together we'll talk about faith and our community, and we'd love for you to be
part of the conversation! We'll meet after worship and childcare will be provided as

needed. See other upcoming dates here: spucc.org/new member classes.

APRIL 25 - VOLUNTEER WITH REBUILDING TOGETHER - 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Off-Site
Registration is open for National Rebuilding Day. Join the St. Pauls team as this year

we work on a house in Maywood -- making it safe, warm and dry. Sample tasks include
moving things to the dumpster, painting, and installing safety devices. Working

together is a great way to meet and get to know others from St. Pauls. Sign up on
Church Center at this link: Questions, email Pat Ruch at pmrruch@gmail.com. Sign up

to participate here: tinyurl.com/bdhtcexm.

APRIL 26 - UCC CORNERSTONE FUND - 11:30 in the Oscar Mayer Room

Come learn about UCC's Cornerstone Fund from President and CEO Maria Coyne. The
UCC Cornerstone Fund's mission is joining together in Faith to invest and build
community. The Fund offers investments for individuals, Churches and faith based
NPOs, then loans those funds directly to other Churches and faith based NPOs for
projects that create change in their communities. These loans finance impact projects
to modernize and innovate such as: affordable housing, childcare and sustainable
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energy; and ministry maintenance projects to preserve such as new roofs and HVAC.
Hosted by Sally Fletcher. Register here: tinyurl.com /mrytwc9x

APRIL 26 - MOMS’ GROUP - Third Thursday 9:15 a.m., Sunday 11:30 a.m.

Pastor Liz is looking forward to a meaningful discussion with you! Come meet other
moms, make new friends, learn from each other, get advice, pray, and get renewed! Each
month has a relevant theme on an issue you face as a mom. Free professional childcare

is available. Babies can stay with their moms. RSVP to lnickerson@spucc.org.

APRIL 28 - FOOD FOR THE SOUL - 12:00 - 1:30 pm in the Social Hall

Adults of all ages are invited. Connect with new and old friends with lunch (please bring
your own), fellowship, fun and discussion. Rick Peterson will facilitate a session on all
things regarding the United Church of Christ (UCC), including:

—What does the UCC stand for?
—Wohat is its history and structure?
—What is its future and how can St Pauls best fit?

Thoughts and questions in advance are welcome. Sponsored by St Pauls Social.
Childcare provided.

APRIL 29 - NEW WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - EZRA & NEHEMIAH - Noon over Zoom
Ezra-Nehemiah is a story of return, rebuilding and restoration. It’s a story of
homecomings and new beginnings, as Jews return from exile in Babylon to a homeland
that has changed in their absence. It’s a story of struggle and resilience and the
complicated questions about group identity and survival, who'’s in and who's out. Meets
every Wednesday over Zoom for about forty minutes. Questions? Email Pastor Jeff,
jcarlson@spucc.org. You can sign up here: bible-study

APRIL 29 - COOKIES FOR A CAUSE BAKING NIGHT (OR BAKE YOUR FAVORITE
COOKIES AT HOME NOW!) - 5:30 p.m., Kitchen

Join the St. Paul’s cookie bakers for dinner, socializing, and cookie making. We eat dinner
around 6:30 p.m. Cookies will be donated to A Just Harvest and the Lincoln Park
Community Shelter. If you can’t attend but want to contribute, drop off cookies labeled
with your name and "MARCIA" at the church by Wednesday, April 28th. To reserve a spot
or find out what supplies are needed, contact Marcia Volk at marcia@volkonline.com or

(773) 307-6866, or Gloria Joseph at glrjoseph@yahoo.com.


http://tinyurl.com/mrytwc9x
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May 1 - FAITH FAMILY FRIDAY PIZZA NIGHT - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m

Join up for a night of food and fun with your church family. We will share a Lou Malnati's
pizza dinner and play games together to build community. Please bring an optional
beverage or side dish to share. Register at tinyurl.com/3nzj86cp

May 2 - WALK FOR PEACE ON WORLD LABYRINTH DAY -12:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m
World Labyrinth Day is an international event held on the first Saturday each May.
Thousands of people will participate in the eighteenth annual World Labyrinth Day as a
moving meditation for peace. “Walk as One at 1” to create a rolling wave of peaceful
energy passing from one time zone to the next around the globe. Walk with us in Saint
Pauls Gymnasium. Invite family, friends, neighbors, anyone. Learn more here:
tinyurl.com/a8burmk5

May 7 - JIGSAW PUZZLE NIGHT IN THE PARLOR - 6pm to 9pm
Join St Pauls Social and host Sue Finkle for a jigsaw puzzle night in the Parlor. Attendees
are asked to please bring an appetizer to share. We will supply the puzzles and wine.

Register here: tinyurl.com/4mkzaab9

May 11 - LABYRINTH WALK - 7-8 p.m., Gym

The Chartres Cathedral-inspired labyrinth painted on our gym floor offers an
opportunity for quiet “walking meditation.” The labyrinth will be available monthly on
the second Monday 7-8 pm and the third Thursday 2-3 pm. Registration not required but
helpful. Sign up here: tinyurl.com/57z6psvm.

MAY 11 - GAME NIGHT FOR GROWN-UPS

Join us for a relaxed evening of games, conversation, and connection, designed for adults
looking to unwind, laugh, and enjoy good company together. Whether you enjoy board
games, card games, or simply chatting with others, there’s something for everyone. Bring
a favorite game to share or jump into classics like Pictionary, Jenga, or Sorry. Snacks are
welcome but not required. Feel free to bring something if you'd like. This is a flexible,
drop-in, drop-out gathering, so come when you can and stay as long as you wish.
Questions? Contact Wendelin (Lin) by email wendelin@wendelindunlap.com

MAY 12 - ILIAD AND ODYSSEY READING GROUP - 7 p.m., Zoom

We're reading and discussing these two foundational classics.. Any translation of The
[liad and The Odyssey is fine; Emily Wilson’s are recommended but not required.
Monthly discussions are over Zoom the second Tuesday of the month at 7pm through

June 9. Questions? contact Emily Emily.cromwell3@gmail.com. Sign up to participate
here: tinyurl.com/358yh848.
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MAY 17 - ST PAULS BUILDING TOUR - Courtyard immediately following worship.

Join Pastor Jeff for a tour of the St. Pauls building. We’ll focus on the architectural history
and explore some hidden nooks and crannies. New members and visitors are especially
invited! Space is limited. Sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/yjcmrjt4



https://tinyurl.com/yjcmrjt4

ANNOUNCEMENTS

STAFF ROLE CHANGES

Exciting news from the Saint Pauls office! Aubraea Cleveland is now Director of
Operations (acleveland@spucc.org), overseeing administrative functions including
human resources, financial audits, building incidents, insurance, facilities, rental
agreements, and vendor relationships. Danielle Mayfield is Office Administrator and
Children’s Program Coordinator (danielle.mayfield@spucc.org), overseeing childcare,
Sunday School, baptisms, archives, bulletin issues, room reservations, announcements,
church calendar updates, and newsletter signups.

Please join us in welcoming them to their new roles!

LITTLE LIGHTS FUNDRAISER

Help our program shine! Our Silent Auction ended, but if you still want to make a
general donation, please scan the QR code to give directly to the program. Thank
you for your support!

ST. ARBUCKS QUARTET'S NEW RELEASE - People Get Ready - a new album

length professional recording by our own St. Arbucks Quartet. It is available NOW on
your favorite streaming services, Spotify and Apple Music. We will let you know other
ways you can listen and support our wonderful gospel/jazz quartet.

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE HOURS

DOES YOUR SCHOOL AGE CHILD NEED SERVICE HOURS? A worthwhile and Fun
opportunity is to help bake cookies at the Cookies For A Cause volunteer night on
Wednesday April 29th. Contact Marcia Volk or Gloria Joseph for more information.

CRADLES TO CRAYONS SPRING DRIVE

Every child deserves dignity. The Teen Leadership Committee is hosting a donation drive
to support Cradles to Crayons, helping local kids in need access clean clothing and
essentials. We are collecting new and gently used clothing (all sizes), coats, shoes,
pajamas, new socks, underwear, school supplies, hygiene items, and unopened diapers.
[tems must be free of rips and stains. A donation bin is located in the narthex for
drop-off. If you have any questions, please reach out to Annika Ekdahl Hull at
aehull09@gmail.com.

BLAST FROM THE PAST - OUR BELL

In 1893, on our church's 50th anniversary, Catherine Muhlke gave St. Pauls three bells
for the church steeple. The bells moved to the new sanctuary, in Lincoln Park, in 1898
and remained there until our sanctuary fire in 1955, when all three bells came crashing



down. Two melted and the surviving bell is mounted in our courtyard. Three words,
written on the bell are still visible. Glaube. Hoffnung. Liebe. Faith. Hope. Love. The inside
of the bell has the words "Froeliche klange machen," meaning To Make a Joyful Sound.
The bell may be silent, but St. Pauls is not.

LPCS - METAMORPHOSIS GALA ON MAY 8

Experience a night of enchantment with Lincoln Park Community Services at
Metamorphosis Gala! The magical night will take place on Friday evening, May 8, at
Sarabande, which is located at 2726 West Roscoe Street in Chicago. -
LPCS serves adults who are experiencing homelessness in Chicago EE"HE
through two shelters and a Drop-In program. St. Pauls was one of the 3
founding churches of LPCS in 1985 and has been an instrumental part of E

its growth ever since. Tickets are on sale now. To learn more, scan the

QR code or check LPCS's website at LPCSChicago.org

WINDY CITY WINDS SPRING CONCERT ON MAY 15

Windy City Winds, “Chicago’s Community Band”, invites you to celebrate America's
250th birthday at their Spring Concert, Friday evening May 15th, at 7:30 in the
sanctuary. Their special guest will be actor and St. Pauls member Henry Godinez
narrating Aaron Copland’s inspirational "Lincoln Portrait”. Other music will include
the Afro-Cuban dance suite "Unidad en Ritmo" (Unity in Rhythm) in tribute to
Chicago’s diversity. The 60-piece wind orchestra includes several St. Pauls members,
including conductors Mark Mosley and Sarah Good Mosley. Admission is free and the
performance will be Livestreamed.

LISTENING TO JESUS LENT DEVOTIONAL

This year you're invited to listen to Jesus by reflecting on a passage from Matthew each
of the forty days, plus Easter Sunday. (The other Sundays are not counted in Lent, as
every Sunday is considered a “mini-Easter”.) The Gospel of Matthew highlights Jesus as a
teacher, so each daily passage of scripture contains something that he taught. You can
find instructions for a way to prayerfully reflect on scripture along with the readings
from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday here: tinyurl.com/nhd32wyy



http://lpcschicago.org
http://tinyurl.com/nhd32wyy

CAREGIVERS’ GROUP

The St. Pauls Caregivers’ Group is an informal support group of people who are
responsible for the care of parents, partners, friends, or children with illnesses or
disabilities. We gather via Zoom the first and third Wednesdays of each month from 10
to 11 a.m. Contact Pam Woll pamelawoll@sbcglobal.net with questions, or
info@spucc.org to be added to the email list.

UCC SPORTS CAMP 26

June 21-Sat, June 27, 2026, Pilgrim Park Join up for a week of team-oriented sports and
creative activities that foster leadership. This wholesome camp builds confidence and
sportsmanship for kids who have completed grades 6-9. Register at a reduced cost of
$325 while spots last at tinyurl.com/47m9exj3

LOSS AND GRIEVING DISCUSSION GROUP

We've all lost someone we loved. Whether you lost someone you loved last month, last
year, or five years ago, you can still grieve that loss. Grief changes, but it never goes away.
Would you be interested in sharing stories with others who are in similar situations?
We're not therapists, just your friends and neighbors who are also grieving and would
like to share our ideas and learn how others are coping. We're planning to start a grief
support group at St. Pauls, but we need to make sure there’s interest. Please contact Pam

Woll at pamelawoll3333@gmail.com if you think this might benefit you.

250 ACTS OF KINDNESS CHALLENGE

On April 25th the United Church of Christ is joining the USofKindness(USK) and
accepting the USK 250 Acts of Kindness Call to Action for 2026. USK challenges every
person, organization, and community to participate in 250 acts of kindness, one for
every year of our nation's history, to celebrate the anniversary of the USA. Learn more
and discover ways you can get involved at www.USofKindness.org

CREATION CORNER by Green Team

Planetary Citizenship

April 22,2026 is Earth Day. Rather than making this a once-a-year celebration, let us
make this an everyday event.

According to Dr. William Rees, professor emeritus of the University of British Columbia,
“...the most effective solutions [to climate change] address not just greenhouse gas
emissions but overall consumption and pollution.” We are consuming resources faster
than they can be regenerated and producing more waste and pollution than nature can
absorb.


http://tinyurl.com/47m9exj3
mailto:pamelawoll3333@gmail.com

As a practical matter;”... moving to a plant-based diet broadly improves sustainability,”
according to Seth Wynes of the University of Waterloo in Ontario, as livestock production
accounts for 14.5% of global greenhouse gas emissions.

Adapted from the New York Times April 21, 2025 by Rachel Newer

NEW! OPT-IN TO TEXTING FROM ST. PAULS TR

Want to receive reminders and announcements via text? {{" ":;"5-" 5‘

Simply scan the QR code and fill out the form! L %‘g-'f‘t
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
Scan the QR codes to discover ways to connect with others.

SOCIAL EVENTS VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES SPECIAL SERVICES

KIDS ACTIVITIES NEW MEMBERS HOLIDAYS
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SUBMIT AN ANNOUNCEMENT

For St. Pauls sponsored events, please fill out the new form by 10 a.m. on
Wednesdays for publication in the Friday email and next Sunday bulletin. Share
personal announcements/events on our Facebook group page, St. Pauls Together.
Please limit announcements to 100 words. Thank you.



https://spucc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/768193
https://spucc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/903457

TODAY’S MUSIC

Prelude on Slane is based on the hymn tune we know as Be Thou My Vision. SLANE is
the proper name of the tune and it is a lovely Irish folk melody. It was composed by
Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019). Rawsthorne was a well known British concert organist
and composer of music for choirs and also organ. He began his lifelong commitment to
liturgical music at age 8 when he became a chorister in the choir of the Liverpool
Cathedral. He went on to become organist of the cathedral in 1955. Among his
teachers was Marcel Dupré.

An Easter Carillon was composed by W. Leonard Beck and the original text is a
translation of unattributed German dated 1623.

The text for Morning Has Broken was written by Elinor Farjeon (1881-1965), who
also wrote children’s books. The tune, BUNESSAN, we know so well is a Gaelic melody.

Be Thou My Vision is a lovely Irish folk tune, SLANE. The translation was made in
1905 from the original Gaelic by Mary E. Bryne (1880 - 1931), who was born in
Ireland. She was a respected university level academic in Dublin.

Guide My Feet is another uplifting spiritual from the African-American tradition. Itis
one of the many songs that was sung during marches in the civil rights movement in
the 1960s. The believer asks God to guide them on the path of life.

Martin Shaw, (1875-1958), was a campaigner for better church music and for English
opera. He was co-editor with Vaughan Williams of the Oxford Book of Carols (1928).
With A Voice Of Singing was composed in 1923 for a festival of church choirs in
Rochester New York. Shaw also wrote the text.

The tune for The Strife Is O'er has two names VICTORY and PALESTRINA. The name
PALESTRINA comes from the melody of the hymn resembling and melody and Latin
poetry by the famous Italian Renaissance composer Giovanni da Palestrina (c.
1525-1594), whose last name is the name of his home city. It would be like calling our
Senior Pastor, Matt from Duluth. The English translation was made in 1854 by Francis
Pott (1832-1909). Pott was an English cleric who translated numerous Latin texts into



English hymns. Forty Days And Forty Nights is also one of his translations that we often
sing during Lent.

I Saw The Light was composed and recorded in 1952 by Hank Williams (1923 - 1953).
He was a best-beloved country music singer and composer. In his all-too-short life, he
recorded 35 singles and 11 of those reached number 1 on the Country & Western
charts.



Special Music Theme 2025-2026
Joyful Sounds

Enjoy another year of special music during worship services.
Mark this date in your calendar!

June 13,2026 - 7 p.m.
Gospel Mass - Robert Ray
A benefit for the National Gospel Music Museum with Pilgrim Baptist Church,
UCAN and St. Sabina Church.
Greater Harvest Missionary Baptist Church
5141 South State Street
Chicago, IL

SIWE THE DATE

THE HISTORIC PILGRIM BAPTIST CHURCH CHOIR
AND FRIENDS CONCERT AND FUNDRAISER

You're invited to the 20™ Anniversary Celebration commemerating the horrific
fire that claimed the National Landmark Treasure that is, the Historic Pilgrim
Baptist Church Building. The fire might have claimed the building, but it did
not touch the spirit of Gospel Music. Join us for an evening of worship and
fellawsh:p that will support rebu:ldmg our architectural jewel.

THE PILGRIM SANCTUARY CHOIR AND
FRIENDS | ST. SABINA’S LEVITES
CHOIR | ST. PAULS UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST CHANCEL CHOIR

SATURDAY
JUNE 13, 2026

STARTING AT 7:00PM

I " (S5
V.| eot Ayt

Founder & Chalrman of GREATER Hﬂﬂ"[ST
Tyscott Records BAPTIST CGHURCH
Soar Award Winning 9141 S STATE ST, CHIGAGO, IL







ABOUT ST. PAULS

Making a Joyful Sound in the City!

St. Pauls UCC has a vibrant history in the city of Chicago. Founded in 1843,
we are one of the city's oldest churches. In 1989, we became one of America's
first congregations to declare ourselves "Open and Affirming” of LGBTQ+ people.

From founding Chicago's largest provider of social services to at-risk children to
starting a home for the elderly, from housing protestors at the 1968 Democratic
Convention to hosting Lincoln Park's first MLK day march against violence on Chicago's
streets, we are proud to make a joyful sound in the city.

Most important, during the past 180 years we are glad to have introduced thousands of
children and adults to the amazing, inclusive, life changing, uplifting love of God. We do
so in worship that is traditional, but far from conventional.

Senior Pastor Matt Fitzgerald, mfitzgerald @spucc.org
Associate Pastor Jeff Carlson, jcarlson@spucc.org

Associate Pastor Liz Nickerson, Inickerson@spucc.org

For a complete list of St. Pauls Staff, Governance, and Lay Leadership
Please visit www.spucc.org/contact

St. Pauls United Church of Christ
2335 N Orchard St. | Chicago, IL 60614
(773) 348-3829 www.spucc.org

Free Parking is available Sundays from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
at the Lincoln Common Parking Garage, 2316 N. Lincoln Ave.
Parking validation is available in the Narthex.


mailto:mfitzgerald@spucc.org
mailto:jcarlson@spucc.org
mailto:lnickerson@spucc.org
http://www.spucc.org/contact
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WELCOME TO SAINT PAULS UCC!

Welcome to those whose hearts are on fire with faith,
and to those who bring their doubt inside our doors.
Welcome to our first time guests and
our longtime members.

Welcome to single people, tiny children,
grandparents and families of all configurations.
Welcome to those who rejoice and to those who grieve.
Welcome to LGBTQ+ people.

Welcome to each and to everyone.

We are blessed by your presence and
we are glad you are here.



	TODAY – MEAL MAKING FOR LPCS - 11:15 a.m. & 4 p.m., Kitchen 
	Join us in the kitchen today to prepare meals for the residents of Lincoln Park Community Services. We have two opportunities to serve: 
	 
	STAFF ROLE CHANGES 
	Exciting news from the Saint Pauls office! Aubraea Cleveland is now Director of Operations (acleveland@spucc.org), overseeing administrative functions including human resources, financial audits, building incidents, insurance, facilities, rental agreements, and vendor relationships. Danielle Mayfield is Office Administrator and Children’s Program Coordinator (danielle.mayfield@spucc.org), overseeing childcare, Sunday School, baptisms, archives, bulletin issues, room reservations, announcements, church calendar updates, and newsletter signups.  
	Please join us in welcoming them to their new roles! 

	 

