
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 21, 2026 
Baptism Sunday 

 
 
 



 

 



 

No matter who you are,                                   ​  
No matter where you are 
On life’s journey, 
You are welcome here. 
 

Please silence cell phones. 
Bibles for use during worship are available at each entrance to the Sanctuary.    
Assisted listening devices and Bluetooth hearing aid guides are in the Narthex.  

The Nursery and Toddler Room are open for children ages 0-5, from 10 to 11 a.m. 
 
THOUGHT FOR PREPARATION 
“Are you holding the universe? You hold only my smallness.  
How do you grasp it, how does it not slip away?” Denise Levertov  

 
PRELUDE​ Symbiosis​ Kristofer Hansen 
​ St. Arbucks Quartet​  
                                 
CHIMES 
 
INTROIT         ​ Morning Has Broken ​  

Chancel Choir 
 
WELCOME                     ​ Liz Nickerson 
  

* WELCOMING EACH OTHER 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: ​ Beautiful are the works of God!  
All:   ​ Beautiful also are all of God’s people!  
One: ​ Beautiful is the mind of God! 
All:​ Beautiful also are the souls of God’s people!  
One: ​ God made the heavens and the earth!  
All: ​ To God be the glory for the things God has done!  

 
* Please stand if you are able to do so. 
 



 

* HYMN  ​ Christ The Lord Is Risen Today!​  
 

 
 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION             ​  
Lord, our God,  
we lay it all before you:   
our cares, that you may care for us, 
our fears, that you may quiet them,  
our sins, that you may forgive them, 
our thoughts, that you may cleanse them, 
our lives, that you may give us new life in you.  
Be with us now. 
Amen. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER 
  
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 
 

 



 

RESPONSE  ​ Guide My Feet ​ vs. 1 & 2 
 

​  
 

 



 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM OF  
Lovely Carter and Thad Smith  
 

Pastor: Lovely and Thad, receive now the Light of Christ. May your light so shine 
before others that they may see your good works and give glory to God. Lovely 
and Thad are now received into the love and care of the church. See what love 
God has given us that we should be called children of God. 
 

All: Almighty God, giver of life, you have called us by name and pledged to 
each of us your faithful love. We pray for Lovely and Thad. Inspire their 
lives. May they sing many songs, know many joys, heal many wounds, and 
embrace many people in your name. May we walk together with our 
siblings in Christ as witnesses to your gospel, as those for whom you have 
lived and died and live again. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Thad and Lovely, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you always. 

  

All: Amen 
 

Summer Sunday School students are invited to go to their classroom.  
If you would like to accompany your child(ren),  

you are welcome to drop them off and return to worship.  
 

 
RESPONSE                                              Guide My Feet ​ vs. 3 & 4 

See the previous hymn             
 

 



 

SCRIPTURE                                       ​ Mark Sancya 
Romans 6:1-11  

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! If we’ve 
left the country where sin is sovereign, how can we still live in our old house there? 
Or didn’t you realize we packed up and left sin’s kingdom for good? In baptism we 
went under the water, and left the old country of sin behind; when we came up out 
of the water, we entered a new country of grace—a new life in a new land! 

That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. All of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death. If we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. Each of 
us is raised into a light-filled world by our Father so that we can see where we’re 
going in our new grace-sovereign country. 

Could it be any clearer? Our old way of life was nailed to the cross with Christ, a 
decisive end to that sin-miserable life – no longer captive to sin’s demands! Never 
again will death have the last word. When Jesus died, he took sin down with him, but 
alive he brings God down to us. From now on, think of it this way: Sin speaks a dead 
language that means nothing to you; God speaks your mother tongue, and you hang 
on every word. You are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

 
 

 
 



 

* STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We believe in God who has created and is creating, 
 ​ who has come to us in Jesus Christ to reconcile and make us new, 
      ​who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
We trust God. God calls us to be the Church, 
      ​to celebrate God’s presence, 
      ​to love and serve others, 
      ​to care for creation, 
      ​to seek justice and to resist evil, 
      ​to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life and death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God! 
                                                     (adapted from the United Church of Canada) ​  

 
* RESPONSE​ Over My Head ​ vs. 1 & 2
​  

 
 



 

SERMON​ “Alive to God!”​ Matt Fitzgerald 
 

* HYMN​ Over My Head ​ vs. 3 & 4 
​ See the previous Hymn​  

​  
OFFERTORY             ​ Let Their Celestial Concerts All Unite​ G. F. Handel 
​ from Samson​  

Chancel Choir 
 

Let their celestial concerts all unite, 
Ever to sound his praise in endless morn of light. 

 
​  
 ELECTRONIC OFFERING OPTIONS 

Scan this code with your cell phone camera,  

Church Center at spucc.churchcenter.com/giving,  

PayPal at spucc.org/paypal, or Zelle to giving@spucc.org. 

 

    WELCOME CARD 

            If you are a visitor, welcome! Thank you for 

            worshiping with us today!  

           If would like to learn more about the church, please 

           scan the QR code. 

 

 



 

* FESTIVAL DOXOLOGY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH​  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen.   

 
 



 

* HYMN​ My Eyes Have Seen The Glory 
 

​  
 
 

 



 

* BENEDICTION 
  

* BENEDICTION RESPONSE                

 
 

POSTLUDE​ Finale​ Daniel Gawthrop 
​ Kevin Dzierzawski, organ​  
 
If you would like someone to pray with you today, Stephen Ministers are present 

after the postlude at the right front of the Sanctuary.  
 

Are you going through a crisis, such as the death of a loved one, a diagnosis, a divorce, 
a job loss, etc? Extensively trained in Christian caregiving, Stephen Ministers are also 

available to listen, support and offer confidential caring on a weekly basis to our 
members at a mutually agreeable time. If you wonder whether this may be helpful to 

you, please contact Pastor Jeff, jcarlson@spucc.org 
 

Following worship all are invited for coffee and snacks in the Social 
Hall downstairs, directly beneath the sanctuary. If you're visiting, 

please stop by the Welcome Table so we can greet you and you  
 

 
 



 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Clergy: Liz Nickerson, Matt Fitzgerald 
Music Director: Kurt R. Hansen 
Organist: Kevin Dzierzawski 
St. Arbucks Quartet: Brendan Henry, piano; Alex Austin, bass; Matt Plaskota, 

drums; Kris Hansen, trumpet & vocals 
Scripture Reader: Mark Sancya 
Head Usher: Beatrice Jaji 
Ushers: Michael Dunham, Doug Dunham, David Baker, Fred Pearson 
Gatekeeper: Dodd Brown 
Camera Operators: Nana Addadzi-Koom, Jim Alrutz, Marie Ankenman,  
      Bob Ball, Brian Hafner, Trevor Hafner 
Custodian: Ramiro Gonzalez 
 
Would you like to donate altar flowers? Sign up here: tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js. 
 
 

BORN THIS WEEK IN JUNE 
 

We give thanks for your life at St. Pauls. A perfect way to celebrate is by giving one 
dollar for each year of your life to our Birthday Fund, which supports A Just Harvest.  

 
June 21 Elise Wischweh, Paul Kendall 
June 22 Geoff Gist 
June 23 Benn Hamm, Chris Kohler, Elise Prangley, Nancy Kintzel, Paul Chang,  
       Quinn Houser, Whitney Shirk 
June 24 Doug Hoerr 
June 25 Deborah Bayly, Dianne Witkowski,  
Jack Clarke, Renae Bradshaw, Robin Burnett 
June 27 Genevieve Anderson, Jill Minetz, Julia Nickerson, Juliannis Pacheco, Patricia 
      Kirby, Theo Gonzalez-Greenberg 
 
 

 

http://tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js


 

ST. PAULS PRAYS 
 

Please clip this page and pray for those who are named below. To have your 
prayer request included, simply ask a pastor in person, on the phone or by email. 

You may also share your request at tinyurl.com/3j6sayku. 
Our practice is to run each prayer request for four weeks and then remove it.  

If you would like to continue a prayer request after four weeks,  
let a pastor know. 

 

●​ Jack Lyons and his son, Randy, and Randy’s mother, Donna. Serenity as 
they wait for a treatment plan for Randy’s lung cancer and healing for 
Randy. 

●​ Lorne and Marcia Frank and their family on the death of Lorne’s father 
Sheldon Stadel Frank. 

●​ Pat Kirby as she recovers from ongoing health challenges. 
●​ Holly Stovall requests prayers for her father, Jim; he is beginning hospice 

care in his nursing home.  Pray for his comfort and dignity. 
●​ Ninon Freeman requests prayers for two dear friends who are facing 

life-threatening surgeries. 
●​ Prayers for the elderly and families affected by the reduction in SNAP 

funding at the federal level. 
●​ Rob Montgomery over the death of his brother Bill, and for his partner 

Rob Sorum, and his family. 
●​ Prayers for a new treatment for Megha Whiteman family following the 

death of her father. 
●​ David Folkes recovering from a stroke. 
●​ Pam Woll’s brother-in-law Jim, learning to manage surgery-related 

injuries that have affected his ability to swallow. 
●​ Donn Schimp and his family as Donn continues cancer treatment. 
●​ Dianne Witkowski, as she deals with cancer chemotherapy. 

 

The sanctuary is reserved monthly on the fourth Tuesday from 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
for prayer.  
 
 

Prayer, Support, Mental Health Resources  
Even when you walk through the valley of shadows, God is with you.   

Help is available for every kind of issue.  Contact one of the pastors today  
for support, referrals, and information that can help you and your loved ones. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/3j6sayku


 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
TODAY – FILL THE SILLS 
This summer we will continue to collect items for the Common Pantry. The Pantry has 
many gluten intolerant clients but rarely has gluten-free items in the pantry. St. Pauls 
has been asked to help fill their shelves with gluten-free items. There is also a 
continued need for personal hygiene items (shampoos, razors, feminine hygiene, 
toothpaste, diapers, baby wipes, etc.) and, of course, proteins are always in demand. 
Thank you for supporting our neighbors in need. 
 
TODAY - MOMS’ GROUP - Sunday 11:30 a.m. 
Pastor Liz is looking forward to a meaningful discussion with you!  Come meet other 
moms, make new friends, learn from each other, get advice, pray, and get renewed!  
Each month has a relevant theme on an issue you face as a mom.  Free professional 
childcare is available. Babies can stay with their moms. R.S.V.P. to 
lnickerson@spucc.org. 
 
JUNE 23 - FOOD FOR THE SOUL - 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. in the Social Hall  
Adults of all ages are invited. Connect with new and old friends with lunch (please 
bring your own), fellowship, fun and discussion. Sponsored by St. Pauls Social. 
Childcare provided. 
 
JUNE 23 - LABYRINTH WALK - Gym 
The Chartres Cathedral-inspired labyrinth painted on our gym floor offers an 
opportunity for quiet walking meditation.  The labyrinth will be available monthly on 
the first Monday 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. and the fourth Tuesday 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. (In 
November & December on the third Tuesday.) Registration not required but helpful. 
Sign up here: tinyurl.com/yvm5vcxr. 
 
JUNE 27 - WINDY CITY WINDS CONCERT IN THE COURTYARD 
Please join Windy City Winds, “Chicago's Community Band,” at 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 27 for the first concert performed on St. Pauls’ new courtyard plaza! 
The program celebrates America’s 250th birthday, featuring patriotic marches and 
music by American composers. It’s a free and family-friendly concert for St. Pauls 
members, friends and neighbors of all ages. Windy City Winds is a 60-piece 
symphonic wind band; it includes St. Pauls Church members Jim Brandt, Tom Clancy, 
Lorne Frank, Rick Peterson, Nancy Pifer, Mark Swanson, Penny Trowbridge, and 
conductors Mark and Sarah Mosley.    
 
JUNE 28 – PRIDE PARADE - 11 a.m. 
Express our welcome by walking together with St. Pauls and members of the Chicago 
Coalition of Welcoming Churches (CCWC) in the 2026 Pride Parade on Sunday, June 
28. If you are interested in representing St. Pauls and carrying our sign in the parade, 
please let Pastor Jeff know: jcarlson@spucc.org for more details. 
 

mailto:lnickerson@spucc.org
http://tinyurl.com/yvm5vcxr


 

 
JUNE 28 – ST. PAULS SOCIAL/PRIDE PARADE COOKOUT - 1 p.m., St. Pauls Plaza  
Adults of all ages are invited to join St. Pauls Social and hosts Rick Peterson and Doug 
Heyboer for a cookout after the Pride Parade in St. Pauls Plaza (or in the church in 
case of rain or excessive heat).  Whether you're marching or not, you're invited to join 
this fun cookout; if you’re worshiping, you may remain at church, view the parade on 
TV, and stay for the cookout. Please bring your own food and beverages, and 
something to share with the group, if you like.  A grill will be provided for all to share. 
Feel free to leave your food at the church during the parade. R.S.V.P. here: 
tinyurl.com/3cu5kedr  
 
JULY 3 - ST. SABINA SUMMER PEACE WALK - 7 p.m. 
Join a group from St. Pauls as we join St. Sabina for their annual summer peace walks 
through the Auburn-Gresham neighborhoods. Thousands of people will gather for 
these powerful walks! They happen every Friday in the summer, but we will organize 
a group to attend the First Friday of June-August. Contact Louise Gram at (773) 
870-6311 to attend and R.S.V.P. on Church Center to coordinate carpools with other 
attendees at tinyurl.com/3wxkmnf3. 
 
JULY 9 - SAVE THE DATE 
The Friends of the Chicago River, in conjunction with the McCormick Bridgehouse and 
Chicago River Museum, present a series of lectures during the summer, of particular 
interest is: 
 
Date:  July 9th, 5-7 p.m. 
Where:  McCormick Bridgehouse and Chicago River Museum, 99 Chicago River Walk 
Panel:  Water Impacts of Data Centers 
Speakers:  From the UIC Waterlab, Nature Conservancy, Chicago’s Department of the 
Environment and ETHOS (Environment, Transport, Health and Open Pace). 
 
Energy needs for high-speed computing are gluttonous, and there are plans to place 
plants along the Lake Michigan shoreline; however, associated with new 
infrastructure and jobs come environmental consequences. 
 
JULY 12 - MEAL-MAKING FOR LPCS - 11:15 a.m. & 4 p.m., Kitchen 
Join us in the kitchen to prepare meals for the residents of Lincoln Park Community 
Services. We have two opportunities to serve: 
-​ Lunch-making: 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Help us assemble sack lunches right after 

church.  Sign up for Lunch: tinyurl.com/e4m9v9zz 
-​ Dinner-making: 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. Prepare dinner at the church and help deliver the 

meal to LPCS (600 W. Fullerton).  Sign up for Dinner: tinyurl.com/5n92ywpk 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/3cu5kedr
http://tinyurl.com/e4m9v9zz
https://tinyurl.com/5n92ywpk


 

JULY 12– NEW MEMBER CLASS – 11 a.m., Oscar Mayer Room 
Join pastors, members and others curious about St. Pauls for the next New Member 
Class.  Together we'll talk about faith and our community, and we'd love for you to be 
part of the conversation!  We'll meet after worship and childcare will be provided as 
needed.  See other upcoming dates here: spucc.org/new_member_classes. 
 
JULY 14 - 1776 READING GROUP  - 7 p.m., ZOOM 
David McCullough’s 1776 takes us back to the American Revolution’s most pivotal 
year, largely defined by brutal winter conditions and devastating losses.  
We feel the human costs of war through the minds of everyday soldiers, both 
struggling Americans and disciplined British Redcoats. George Washington is a 
leader worn down by relentless retreats, doubting his own judgments and often 
wondering whether independence is even possible. 
Come explore this emotional reminder of what it takes to forge a democracy. Two 
monthly ZOOM discussions will be held Tuesdays July 14 and August 11 at 7p.m.  
Led by St. Pauls avid reader and Stephen Ministry Leader, Marti Pechnyo. Questions? 
Contact Marti at mpechnyo@gmail.com. 
Sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/5t2kjnjm 
 
JULY 25- WOMEN’S FARM WEEKEND AT MARCIA VOLK’S FARM 
Women’s Farm/Starved Rock weekend at Marcia Volk’s farm. Please join us at the Volk 
farm the weekend of July 25th. Come for Saturday only or the weekend. Carpool to the 
farm and spend Saturday hiking at Starved Rock and/or enjoying the farm trails, 
picking wildflowers, riding our 4-wheeler and zip line or relaxing at the farm. BYO 
lunch for Saturday afternoon. Saturday night, we’ll have a potluck dinner and bonfire.  
On Sunday, we’ll attend Marcia’s summer Congregational church in Lacon (optional.) 
Breakfast and lunch are at the farm Sunday. Please bring $10 for expenses if possible. 
The first 12 people to respond get the beds, two to a bed. All beds require the ability 
to climb stairs. For more information contact Gloria Joseph at glrjoseph@yahoo.com 
or Marcia Volk at marcia@volkonline.com. 
 
JULY 21 – RETIREMENT GROUP MEETING – 10 a.m., Parlor 
Please join other retirees to discuss our transition paths, what's meaningful, what's on 
our minds, what brings (and has brought) us joy and sorrow, what's keeping us 
occupied, and what's next. For more information, contact Jana O'Brien at (708) 
846-9415 or janaobrien1@gmail.com. 

 
 

http://spucc.org/new_member_classes
https://tinyurl.com/5t2kjnjm
mailto:glrjoseph@yahoo.com
mailto:marcia@volkonline.com
mailto:janaobrien1@gmail.com


 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
COOKIES FOR A CAUSE 
Join us on Wednesday, JULY 29th at 5:00 for an evening of fellowship and cookie 
baking for the LPCS and A Just Harvest. We bake hundreds of cookies, enjoy dinner in 
fellowship and have a lot of fun! Service hours can be earned. Please rsvp to Gloria 
Joseph: glrjoseph@yahoo.com or Marcia Volk at: marcia@vilkonline.com 
 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT SNAP PROGRAMS! 
Starting October 1, states will be responsible to pay a larger amount of SNAP funding 
to keep programs running, and several programs are at stake, putting vulnerable 
families at further risk of food insecurity. You can use the following resource to 
contact your government representatives to ask that they vote to delay this 
cost-sharing. Even if your representative has voted to support SNAP in the past, it’s 
important to make your voice as a constituent heard. tinyurl.com/mm2jdbxh 
 
BLAST FROM THE PAST  
Each Sunday, we have all the worship materials including 
the hymns printed in our bulletins.  We have over 300 
hymns in our digital hymn archive.  But do you know that St. 
Pauls published its own hymnal?  The St. Pauls Blaubuch, 
also titled St. Pauls Hymnal, was published in 1912 with 393 
hymns in both German and English.  Pastor Rudolph John 
and Music Director Carl A. Weiss edited the hymnal and 
also, as a hymn- writing and -composing team, included 
many of their hymns.  As a testament to the growing 
number of English-speaking members, many of the hymns 
are offered in German on one page and in English on the 
opposite page. 
 
CREATION CORNER by Green Team 
In Search of Flavorful Tomatoes 
 
Most of the tomatoes bought in the supermarket are a shadow of what they could be.  
The requirements of industrial farming means that tomatoes are genetically chosen to 
promote high yields, withstand mechanical harvesting by having thick skins, and also 
tolerate storage and long-transport. Instead of being blessed by the sun, they are 
harvested early and placed in ethylene filled bags so as to ripen at the same time. 
 
To eat flavorful tomatoes, buy those grown on small farms under organic or 
biodynamic conditions and please DO NOT refrigerate, as it destroys flavor! 
 
NEW! OPT-IN TO TEXTING FROM ST. PAULS  
Want to receive reminders and announcements via text?   
Simply scan the QR code to the right and fill out the form! 

http://tinyurl.com/mm2jdbxh


 

 

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?  

Scan the QR codes to discover ways to connect with others.  

 

CONNECT & GROW  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  SPECIAL SERVICES 

KIDS ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS

 

HOLIDAYS 

   

 SUBMIT AN ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

For St. Pauls sponsored events, please fill out the new form by 10 a.m. on 
Wednesdays for publication in the Friday email and next Sunday bulletin. Share 
personal announcements/events on our Facebook group page, St. Pauls Together.  
Please limit announcements to 100 words. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 

https://spucc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/768193
https://spucc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/903457


 

 
TODAY’S MUSIC 

 
Symbiosis was composed in 2023 by Kris Hansen (b. 1995).  The music expresses a 
collective experience of support.  Kris is a member of our St. Arbucks Quartet.  He 
was raised, baptized, and confirmed at St. Pauls.  He is an active singer, music 
producer, composer, trumpet player, and keyboard player in his own group, 
Semi-Cycle.  He also performs regularly with other bands including: The Walters, 
Kweku Collins, and Othersides. 

 
The text for Morning Has Broken was written by Elinor Farjeon (1881-1965), who 
also wrote children’s books.  The well-known tune, BUNESSAN, is a Gaelic melody. 
 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, tune EASTER HYMN or LYRA DAVIDICA, uses a text 
by Charles Wesley (1707 - 1788) the great Methodist theologian and hymnodist.  
The tune’s composer is not known and is taken from a collection, Lyra Davidica; 
hence, one of the tune names.  It is equally appropriate to sing this great Easter 
hymn on a day that has a real sense of resurrection for many at St. Pauls. 
 
Guide My Feet is another uplifting spiritual from the African-American tradition.  It 
is one of the many songs that was sung during marches in the Civil Rights Movement 
in the 1960s.  The believer asks God to guide them on the path of life. 
 
Over My Head is another text and melody from the great wealth of spirituals.  Its 
present version was arranged in 1981 by Verolga Nix (1933 - 2014), a world-class 
pianist and graduate of Oberlin Conservatory; and J. Jefferson Cleveland (1937 - 
1986), one of the most important scholars of African-American spirituals.  Cleveland 
and Nix collaborated on a seminal work about African-American music, Songs Of 
Zion.  It is actually a shortened version including only the very catchy refrain of a 
longer song. 
 
Let Their Celestial Concerts All Unite is from the oratorio Samson, which was 
composed the same year, 1741, as George Friderick Handel, (1685-1759), penned 
Messiah, but it was first performed in 1743 in London, a year following Messiah’s 
debut in Dublin.   The libretto is by Newburgh Hamilton (1691-1761) based on John 
Milton’s Samson Agonistes.  Samson is, of course, the story of the rise and fall of the 
Hebrew Bible hero Samson. 
 

 



 

My Eyes Have Seen The Coming of The Lord are the famous words associated with 
the Civil War composed in 1861 by Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910)  These stirring 
words were composed when she and her husband were in Washington D.C. and 
were moved by the gathering of the Union Army.  She heard them singing John 
Brown’s Body Lies A’Moldering In The Grave which is also the same tune we know as 
the Battle Hymn of the Republic.   BATTLE HYMN was composed by William Steffe 
(1830-1890) of Charleston, South Carolina.  Ms. Howe’s pastor, who was traveling 
with her and her husband, asked if she could compose some more inspiring words.  
These words literally sprang forth the next morning, and they fit the tune perfectly. 
Ms. Howe was a committed abolitionist and author of poetry and novels. 
 
Our postlude today, Finale, was composed by Daniel E. Gawthrop (b. 1949).  He was 
born in Ft. Wayne, IN and is known for his output of compositions for choirs and also 
the organ.  He has been the recipient of over 100 commissions for his works.  He 
attended both Michigan State University and Brigham Young University.  He 
currently resides in southern Idaho with his wife.  
 
 

 



 

ABOUT ST. PAULS 
Making a Joyful Sound in the City! 

  
St. Pauls UCC has a vibrant history in the city of Chicago. Founded in 1843,  

we are one of the city's oldest churches. In 1989, we became one of America's  
first congregations to declare ourselves "Open and Affirming” of LGBTQ+ people. 

  
From founding Chicago's largest provider of social services to at-risk children to 
starting a home for the elderly, from housing protestors at the 1968 Democratic 

Convention to hosting Lincoln Park's first MLK day march against violence on 
Chicago's streets, we are proud to make a joyful sound in the city. 

  
Most important, during the past 180 years we are glad to have introduced thousands 

of children and adults to the amazing, inclusive, life changing, uplifting love of God. 
We do so in worship that is traditional, but far from conventional. 

 
 

Senior Pastor Matt Fitzgerald, mfitzgerald@spucc.org  
Associate Pastor Jeff Carlson, jcarlson@spucc.org  

Associate Pastor Liz Nickerson, lnickerson@spucc.org  
 
 

For a complete list of St. Pauls Staff, Governance, and Lay Leadership 
Please visit www.spucc.org/contact  

 
   

St. Pauls United Church of Christ 
2335 N Orchard St. | Chicago, IL 60614 

(773) 348-3829     www.spucc.org  
 

Free Parking is available Sundays from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
at the Lincoln Common Parking Garage, 2316 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Parking validation is available in the Narthex. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mfitzgerald@spucc.org
mailto:jcarlson@spucc.org
mailto:lnickerson@spucc.org
http://www.spucc.org/contact
http://www.spucc.org


 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

W E L C O M E  TO  S A I N T  P A U L S  U C C ! 
Welcome to those whose hearts are on fire with faith,   

and to those who bring their doubt inside our doors. 

Welcome to our first time guests and 

our longtime members. 

Welcome to single people, tiny children, 

grandparents and families of all configurations. 

Welcome to those who rejoice and to those who grieve. 

Welcome to LGBTQ+ people. 

Welcome to each and to everyone. 

We are blessed by your presence and 

we are glad you are here. 
 
 
 


	Please join Windy City Winds, “Chicago's Community Band,” at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 27 for the first concert performed on St. Pauls’ new courtyard plaza! The program celebrates America’s 250th birthday, featuring patriotic marches and music by American composers. It’s a free and family-friendly concert for St. Pauls members, friends and neighbors of all ages. Windy City Winds is a 60-piece symphonic wind band; it includes St. Pauls Church members Jim Brandt, Tom Clancy, Lorne Frank, Rick Peterson, Nancy Pifer, Mark Swanson, Penny Trowbridge, and conductors Mark and Sarah Mosley.    
	JULY 12 - MEAL-MAKING FOR LPCS - 11:15 a.m. & 4 p.m., Kitchen 
	Join us in the kitchen to prepare meals for the residents of Lincoln Park Community Services. We have two opportunities to serve: 

