
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July 12, 2026 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 

No matter who you are,                                     
No matter where you are 
On life’s journey, 
You are welcome here. 
 

Please silence cell phones. 
Bibles for use during worship are available at each entrance to the Sanctuary.    
Assisted listening devices and Bluetooth hearing aid guides are in the Narthex.  

The Nursery and Toddler Room are open for children ages 0-5, from 10 to 11 a.m. 
 
THOUGHT FOR PREPARATION 
 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”   
Galatians 5:22-23 
 
 
PRELUDE Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier, BWV 731 J. S. Bach 
 Kevin Dzierzawski, organ  
                                 
CHIMES 
 
WELCOME                      Jeff Carlson 
  

* WELCOMING EACH OTHER 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: God, we are hungry for an encounter with you 
All: Open our eyes and ears to your presence in our lives 
One: Plant seeds of faith in our hearts 
All:     Cultivate good soil in us so we may grow in your ways 
One:   Let us bear fruit for your kingdom, as we worship you together 

 
 
* Please stand if you are able to do so. 
 



 

 
 
* HYMN  To You, O God, All Creatures Sing 

 
 

 



 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION              Liz Nickerson 

Gracious and patient God, You generously scatter the seeds of your truth. But 
we confess that our hearts are not always the receptive good soil You created. 
Heal our hardened hearts, uproot the distractions in our lives, and cultivate 
within us a rich, open spirit. By your Holy Spirit, give us the courage to hear 
your Word, understand it, and produce a harvest of good works. In Jesus’ 
name, we pray. Amen. 

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER 
  
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 
Summer Sunday School students are invited to go to their classroom.  

If you would like to accompany your child(ren),  
you are welcome to drop them off and return to worship.  

 
 



 

 
 
RESPONSE For The Beauty Of The Earth  vv. 1 & 2 

 
 

 



 

 
 
SCRIPTURE                                        Mary Stainton 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

“A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along 
the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did 
not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when the 
sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  

Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  Still other seed 
fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty, or thirty times what 
was sown.  Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the 
message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 
The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once 
receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. The seed 
falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of 
this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. But the 
seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. 
This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty, or thirty times what 
was sown.” 

 
 



 

 
 
* STATEMENT OF FAITH 

We believe in God who has created and is creating, 
  who has come to us in Jesus Christ to reconcile and make us new, 
       who works in us and others by the Holy Spirit. 
We trust God. God calls us to be the Church, 
       to celebrate God’s presence, 
       to love and serve others, 
       to care for creation, 
       to seek justice and to resist evil, 
       to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life and death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God! 

(adapted from the United Church of Canada)   
  

* RESPONSE For The Beauty Of The Earth  vv. 3 & 4 
See the previous hymn 

 
SERMON “Good soil” Liz Nickerson 
 

 



 

 
 
* HYMN For The Fruit Of All Creation 
 

 
  

  
 



 

 
 
OFFERTORY              Shalom Dan Forrest 

Jen Kew, Kathy Lee, & Kecia Waldschmidt; trio 
 Kristin Lane - violin  
 

Peace! 
Shalom! 

Peace, I leave with you. 
Peace, I give to you. 

Peace! 
Shalom! 

Not as the world gives, 
I give to you. 

Do not be afraid. 
 John 14:27 

  
ELECTRONIC OFFERING OPTIONS 

Scan this code with your cell phone camera,  

Church Center at spucc.churchcenter.com/giving,  

PayPal at spucc.org/paypal, or Zelle to giving@spucc.org. 

 

 

    WELCOME CARD 

            If you are a visitor, welcome! Thank you for 

            worshiping with us today!  

           If would like to learn more about the church, please 

           scan the QR code. 

 

 
 



 

 
 
* FESTIVAL DOXOLOGY 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Matt Fitzgerald 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen.   

 
 



 

 
 
* HYMN God Reigns O’er All The Earth! 

  
 
 



 

 
 
* BENEDICTION 

  
* BENEDICTION RESPONSE                

 
 

POSTLUDE For The Beauty Of The Earth arr. Craig Curry 
 St. Arbucks Quartet  
 
If you would like someone to pray with you today, Stephen Ministers are present 

after the postlude at the right front of the Sanctuary.  
 

Are you going through a crisis, such as the death of a loved one, a diagnosis, a divorce, 
a job loss, etc? Extensively trained in Christian caregiving, Stephen Ministers are also 

available to listen, support and offer confidential caring on a weekly basis to our 
members at a mutually agreeable time. If you wonder whether this may be helpful to 

you, please contact Pastor Jeff, jcarlson@spucc.org 
 

Following worship all are invited for coffee and snacks in the Social 
Hall downstairs, directly beneath the sanctuary. If you're visiting, 

please stop by the Welcome Table so we can greet you and you  
 
 

 
 



 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Clergy: Jeff Carlson, Liz Nickerson. Matt Fitzgerald 
Music Director: Kurt R. Hansen 
Organist: Kevin Dzierzawski 
St. Arbucks Quartet: Brendan Henry, piano; Alex Austin, bass; Matt Plaskota, 

drums; Kris Hansen, trumpet & vocals 
Scripture Reader: Mary Stainton 
Head Usher: Beatrice Jaji 
Ushers: David Baker, Fred Pearson 
Greeters: Doug Dunham 
Gatekeeper: Dodd Brown 
Camera Operators: Nana Addadzi-Koom, Jim Alrutz, Marie Ankenman,  
Bob Ball, Brian Hafner, Trevor Hafner 
Custodian: Ramiro Gonzalez 
 
TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory and celebration of Mrs. Lueder's 
birthday on July 18.  
 
Would you like to donate altar flowers? Sign up here: tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js. 
 
 

BORN THIS WEEK IN JULY 
 

We give thanks for your life at St. Pauls. A perfect way to celebrate is by giving one 
dollar for each year of your life to our Birthday Fund, which supports A Just Harvest.  

 
July 12   Cooper Kohler, Gary Landem, Lynn Dykstra Davis, Ryan Wood, Vince Lohnes 
July 13   Cal Connolly, Grace Orozco, Holly Stovall, Zane Breisch 
July 14   Bill Borden, Creighton Hartanov, Tim Nowack 
July 15   Carolyn Hyson, Laird Koldyke, Lee Lichamer, Margot Rose Grachan, Ninon  
               Freeman 
July 16   Julia McGuire, Stacy O'Connell 
July 17   Amelia Hoerr, Micki Fayhee 
July 18   Ron Koepke 
 

 

http://tinyurl.com/4w6fu5js


 

ST. PAULS PRAYS 
 

Please clip this page and pray for those who are named below. To have your 
prayer request included, simply ask a pastor in person, on the phone or by email. 

You may also share your request at tinyurl.com/3j6sayku. 
Our practice is to run each prayer request for four weeks and then remove it.  

If you would like to continue a prayer request after four weeks,  
let a pastor know. 

 
● Prayers for Cossette Millard as she recovers from surgery for a water skiing 

accident. 
● Prayers for the families of the victims from last July’s flood at Camp Mystic as 

they face the one year anniversary of the tragic loss of 27 young lives. 
● Prayers for Ninon Freeman’s neighbor beginning treatment for an aggressive 

form of breast cancer. 
● Jack Lyons and his son, Randy, and Randy’s mother, Donna. Serenity as 

they wait for a treatment plan for Randy’s lung cancer and healing for 
Randy. 

● Lorne and Marcia Frank and their family on the death of Lorne’s father 
Sheldon Stadel Frank. 

● Holly Stovall requests prayers for her father, Jim; he is beginning hospice 
care in his nursing home.  Pray for his comfort and dignity. 

● Ninon Freeman requests prayers for two dear friends who are facing 
life-threatening surgeries. 

● Prayers for the elderly and families affected by the reduction in SNAP 
funding at the federal level. 

● Rob Montgomery over the death of his brother Bill, and for his partner 
Rob Sorum, and his family. 

● Prayers for a new treatment for Megha Whiteman family following the 
death of her father. 

● Pam Woll’s brother-in-law Jim, learning to manage surgery-related 
injuries that have affected his ability to swallow. 

 
Continue to hold these loved ones in prayer: 

Pat Kirby, David Folkes, Donn Schimp, Dianne Witkowski, Beverley Petrunich,  
Doug Dobmeyer 

 
The sanctuary is reserved monthly on the fourth Tuesday  

from 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. for prayer.  
 

Prayer, Support, Mental Health Resources  
Even when you walk through the valley of shadows, God is with you.   

Help is available for every kind of issue.  Contact one of the pastors today  
for support, referrals, and information that can help you and your loved ones. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/3j6sayku


 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
TODAY – FILL THE SILLS 
This summer, we will continue to collect items for the Common Pantry. The Pantry has 
many gluten-intolerant clients but rarely has gluten-free items in the pantry. St. Pauls 
has been asked to help fill their shelves with gluten-free items. There is also a 
continued need for personal hygiene items (shampoos, razors, feminine hygiene, 
toothpaste, diapers, baby wipes, etc.) and, of course, proteins are always in demand. 
Thank you for supporting our neighbors in need. 
 
TODAY– NEW MEMBER CLASS – 11 a.m., Oscar Mayer Room 
Join pastors, members and others curious about St. Pauls for the next New Member 
Class.  Together we'll talk about faith and our community, and we'd love for you to be 
part of the conversation!  We'll meet after worship, and childcare will be provided as 
needed.  See other upcoming dates here: spucc.org/new_member_classes. 
 
JULY 14 - 1776 READING GROUP  - 7 p.m., ZOOM 
David McCullough’s 1776 takes us back to the American Revolution’s most pivotal 
year, largely defined by brutal winter conditions and devastating losses.  
We feel the human costs of war through the minds of everyday soldiers, both 
struggling Americans and disciplined British Redcoats. George Washington is a 
leader worn down by relentless retreats, doubting his own judgments and often 
wondering whether independence is even possible. 
Come explore this emotional reminder of what it takes to forge a democracy. Two 
monthly ZOOM discussions will be held Tuesdays July 14 and August 11 at 7 p.m.  
Led by St. Pauls avid reader and Stephen Ministry Leader, Marti Pechnyo. Questions? 
Contact Marti at mpechnyo@gmail.com. Sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/5t2kjnjm 
 
JULY 15 - NEW WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY BEGINS - 1 & 2 Kings, Noon, ZOOM 
2026 commemorates 250 years of American freedom from monarchy. So why not 
study 1 & 2 Kings together! Despite the names of these books, the Old Testament takes 
a critical view of monarchy. Liberated from slavery under the king of Egypt, Israel was 
initially governed by judges, not kings. Yet, Israel demanded a king, and they got what 
they asked for. 1 & 2 Kings begin with David and Solomon. We'll look at stories of the 
prophets Elijah and Elisha and encounter other famous characters such as the Queen 
of Sheba and Jezebel. In their critique of political power and hubris, these books 
remain surprisingly contemporary. Led by Jeff Carlson, we meet weekly from Noon to 
12:40 p.m. over ZOOM. Sign up via Church Center here: 
https://tinyurl.com/y3w7fkpw 
 

 

http://spucc.org/new_member_classes
mailto:mpechnyo@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/5t2kjnjm
https://tinyurl.com/y3w7fkpw


 

JULY 15 - YOUNG ADULT WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP  
If you're 22 to 35, join us on Wednesday, July 15, at 7 p.m. for a weekly summer 
Small/Life Group at a member's apartment. Form stronger bonds with women at 
church, make new friends, and grow in your faith! For more information, email 
youngadults@spucc.org. 
 
JULY 16 and 26 – MOMS’ GROUP - Thursday, 9:15 a.m., Nursery 
Pastor Liz is looking forward to a meaningful discussion with you!  Come meet other 
moms, make new friends, learn from each other, get advice, pray, and get renewed!  
Each month has a relevant theme on an issue you face as a mom.  Free professional 
childcare is available. Babies can stay with their moms. R.S.V.P. to 
lnickerson@spucc.org. 
 
JULY 17, 24, 31 - ST. SABINA SUMMER PEACE WALK - 7 p.m. 
Join a group from St. Pauls as we join St. Sabina for their annual summer peace walks 
through the Auburn-Gresham neighborhoods. Thousands of people will gather for 
these powerful walks! They happen every Friday in the summer, but we will organize 
a group to attend the First Friday of June-August. Contact Louise Gram at (773) 
870-6311 to attend and R.S.V.P. on Church Center to coordinate carpools with other 
attendees at tinyurl.com/3wxkmnf3. 
 
JULY 20 - SAY WOT? & INJERA - ETHIOPIAN COOKING NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. - Kitchen 
Come together to cook, talk, and share a meal. This is a hands-on, roll-up-your-sleeves 
gathering where we’ll prepare food together and enjoy it as a group at the end—no 
lecture, just shared cooking and connection. 
 
We’ll make injera (a spongy, tangy Ethiopian sourdough flatbread made from teff), 
ye’atakilt wot (potatoes, carrots, and cauliflower in a red sauce), and ye’misser wot 
(red lentils in a rich, spiced sauce). Register on Church Center: tinyurl.com/svc26v5    
 
JULY 21 – RETIREMENT GROUP MEETING – 10 a.m., Parlor 
Please join other retirees to discuss our transition paths, what's meaningful, what's on 
our minds, what brings (and has brought) us joy and sorrow, what's keeping us 
occupied, and what's next. For more information, contact Jana O'Brien at (708) 
846-9415 or janaobrien1@gmail.com. 
 
JULY 23 – KIDS MOVIE NIGHT - 4-6 p.m., Oscar Mayer Room 
Join us as we watch the exciting story of David, the young shepherd who trusted God 
and became a great king. Enjoy a family-friendly movie, popcorn, and time with 
friends as we learn about courage, faith, and God’s love. You are welcome to drop off 
your child or stay and mingle. Please let us know in the R.S.V.P. form which you prefer 
so we can plan for seating and snacks: tinyurl.com/yrvrk58v 
 

 

mailto:youngadults@spucc.org
mailto:lnickerson@spucc.org
http://tinyurl.com/3wxkmnf3
http://tinyurl.com/svc26v5
mailto:janaobrien1@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/yrvrk58v


 

JULY 25- WOMEN’S FARM WEEKEND AT MARCIA VOLK’S FARM 
Please join us at the Volk farm the weekend of July 25th. Come for Saturday only or the 
weekend. Carpool to the farm and spend Saturday hiking at Starved Rock and/or 
enjoying the farm trails, picking wildflowers, riding our 4-wheeler and zip line or 
relaxing at the farm. BYO lunch for Saturday afternoon. Saturday night, we’ll have a 
potluck dinner and bonfire.  On Sunday, we’ll attend Marcia’s summer Congregational 
church in Lacon (optional.) Breakfast and lunch are at the farm Sunday. Please bring 
$10 for expenses if possible. The first 12 people to respond get the beds, two to a bed. 
All beds require the ability to climb stairs. For more information contact Gloria Joseph 
at glrjoseph@yahoo.com or Marcia Volk at marcia@volkonline.com. 
 
JULY 28 - FOOD FOR THE SOUL - 12:00 - 1:30 p.m., Social Hall  
Adults of all ages are invited. Connect with new and old friends with lunch (please 
bring your own), fellowship, fun and discussion. Sponsored by St. Pauls Social. 
Childcare provided. 

 
JULY 29 - COOKIES FOR A CAUSE - 5 p.m., Kitchen 
Join us on Wednesday, July 29th at 5:00pm for an evening of fellowship and cookie 
baking for the LPCS and A Just Harvest. We bake hundreds of cookies, enjoy dinner in 
fellowship, and have a lot of fun! Service hours can be earned. Please RSVP to Gloria 
Joseph: glrjoseph@yahoo.com or Marcia Volk at: marcia@vilkonline.com 

 
 

 

mailto:glrjoseph@yahoo.com
mailto:marcia@volkonline.com
mailto:marcia@vilkonline.com


 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
VENEZUELA EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
Critical help is needed for Venezuelans following the recent earthquakes. Immediate 
impacts include loss of shelter, infrastructure, disruption of basic services, and 
psychosocial distress. Long-term impacts are expected to include prolonged 
displacement and loss of livelihoods.. The UCC is working with Global Ministry 
partners to deliver aid. You can find out more and donate to the efforts here: 
tinyurl.com/4v7ejndv 
 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT SNAP PROGRAMS! 
Starting October 1, states will be responsible to pay a larger amount of SNAP funding 
to keep programs running, and several programs are at stake, putting vulnerable 
families at further risk of food insecurity. You can use the following resource to 
contact your government representatives to ask that they vote to delay this 
cost-sharing. Even if your representative has voted to support SNAP in the past, it’s 
important to make your voice as a constituent heard. tinyurl.com/mm2jdbxh 
 
POP TAB COLLECTION MILESTONE 
Thank you to all who have contributed to the Ronald McDonald pop tab collection bin.  
With our last donation, we surpassed the 100 pound donation mark!  That's 100 
pounds of pure aluminum that is being recycled to benefit the programs of our local 
Ronald McDonald House.  Keep popping those tabs.  Our donation bin is located in the 
Social Hall! 
 
LOSS AND GRIEVING DISCUSSION GROUP 
We’ve all lost someone we loved. Whether you lost someone you loved last month, last 
year, or five years ago, you can still grieve that loss. Grief changes, but it never goes 
away.  Would you be interested in sharing stories with others who are in similar 
situations?  We’re not therapists, just your friends and neighbors who are also 
grieving and would like to share our ideas and learn how others are coping. We’re 
planning to start a grief support group at St. Pauls, but we need to make sure there’s 
interest. Please contact Pam Woll at pamelawoll3333@gmail.com if you think this 
might benefit you. 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/4v7ejndv
http://tinyurl.com/mm2jdbxh
mailto:pamelawoll3333@gmail.com


 

CREATION CORNER by Green Team 
Chicago Data Centers in Construction 
In the forthcoming months, the  Green Team will consider the effects of data centers 
on our local ecology; yet, data centers come in all shapes and sizes: 
 
1) Enterprise data centers - for a single organization’s IT needs;  
2) Co-location centers- a facility where companies share space, power and bandwidth; 
3) Cloud data storage- a multi-tenant facility for storage managed by an external 
company; 
4) Hyperscale Data Centers- requiring billions in investment, and serving the energy 
needs of rapid computing, particularly Artificial Intelligence.  THESE ARE  
CONTROVERSIAL! 
 
In the Chicago area, two facilities are being constructed: an Artificial Intelligence data 
center in the South Loop, and a center to serve the computing needs of the Illinois 
Medical District and Research facilities. 
 
More to come… 
 
NEW! OPT-IN TO TEXTING FROM ST. PAULS  
Want to receive reminders and announcements via text?   
Simply scan the QR code to the right and fill out the form! 

 



 

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?  

Scan the QR codes to discover ways to connect with others.  

 

CONNECT & GROW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  SPECIAL SERVICES 

KIDS ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS

 

HOLIDAYS 

   

 SUBMIT AN ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

For St. Pauls sponsored events, please fill out the new form  
by 10 a.m. on Wednesdays for publication in the Friday email and 
the next Sunday bulletin. Share personal announcements/events on 

our Facebook group page, St. Pauls Together.   
Please limit announcements to 100 words. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://spucc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/768193
https://spucc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/903457


 

ABOUT ST. PAULS 
Making a Joyful Sound in the City! 

  
St. Pauls UCC has a vibrant history in the city of Chicago. Founded in 1843,  

we are one of the city's oldest churches. In 1989, we became one of America's  
first congregations to declare ourselves "Open and Affirming” of LGBTQ+ people. 

  
From founding Chicago's largest provider of social services to at-risk children to 
starting a home for the elderly, from housing protestors at the 1968 Democratic 

Convention to hosting Lincoln Park's first MLK day march against violence on 
Chicago's streets, we are proud to make a joyful sound in the city. 

  
Most important, during the past 180 years we are glad to have introduced thousands 

of children and adults to the amazing, inclusive, life changing, uplifting love of God. 
We do so in worship that is traditional, but far from conventional. 

 
 

Senior Pastor Matt Fitzgerald, mfitzgerald@spucc.org  
Associate Pastor Jeff Carlson, jcarlson@spucc.org  

Associate Pastor Liz Nickerson, lnickerson@spucc.org  
 
 

For a complete list of St. Pauls Staff, Governance, and Lay Leadership 
Please visit www.spucc.org/contact  

 
   

St. Pauls United Church of Christ 
2335 N Orchard St. | Chicago, IL 60614 

(773) 348-3829     www.spucc.org  
 

Free Parking is available Sundays from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
at the Lincoln Common Parking Garage, 2316 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Parking validation is available in the Narthex. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:mfitzgerald@spucc.org
mailto:jcarlson@spucc.org
mailto:lnickerson@spucc.org
http://www.spucc.org/contact
http://www.spucc.org


 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

W E L C O M E  TO  S A I N T  P A U L S  U C C ! 
Welcome to those whose hearts are on fire with faith,   

and to those who bring their doubt inside our doors. 

Welcome to our first time guests and 

our longtime members. 

Welcome to single people, tiny children, 

grandparents and families of all configurations. 

Welcome to those who rejoice and to those who grieve. 

Welcome to LGBTQ+ people. 

Welcome to each and to everyone. 

We are blessed by your presence and 

we are glad you are here. 
 


